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RAHUL RAI WINS BIG AT THE 
ASIAN LEADERSHIP AWARDS 
2016

Rahul Rai, 

CEO, Unique 

M e r c a n t i l e 

India Pvt Ltd, was 
awarded the ‘Most 
Admired CEO of the 
Year,’ at the Asian 
Leadership Awards 
2016. Speaking at 

the award ceremony, Rai, said, “To be singularly 
recognised as the most admired CEO of the 
year by the esteemed panel of judges at the 
Asian Leadership Awards 2016, means a lot to 
me. I would like to share this success with my 
team for their tremendous support, hard work 
and dedication, without whom this would not 
have been possible.” 

TRAVEL TO ANTARCTICA WITH 
ABERCROMBIE & KENT

Travel to the planet’s most exhilarating 
continent, Antarctica, and map your holidays 
there as the greatest travel adventure of your 

life. This year, make the most of your family’s school 
break with unbeatable savings on Abercrombie & 
Kent’s (A&K) Antarctica, South Georgia & the Falkland 
Islands Luxury Expedition Cruise. This December, 
two family departures feature A&K Young Explorers 
Guides, exhilarating shore excursions and once-
in-a-lifetime encounters, stopping at wildlife-rich 
South Georgia, the unspoilt Falklands, and the vast, 
wild shores of Antarctica. 

On these exclusively-chartered voyages, A&K 
transforms ‘Le Lyrial’ and sister ship ‘Le Boreal’ 
into truly luxurious and intimate cruisers by 
limiting the capacity to just 199 guests. This not 
only guarantees a private balcony, but Category 1 
status in Antarctica, which means no limit to the 
number of shore landings, an important difference 
between A&K expeditions and larger ships.

These A&K expeditions offer the most 
rewarding and all-inclusive way to experience 
Antarctica. Additional information is available on 
their official website. 

DUCK BOATS DEBUT IN GOA 

Goa Tourism successfully launched Amphibious Vessels, also popularly known as 
Duck Boats, which is the first of its kind being used for civilian purposes (joy rides) 
in India. Launched on the auspicious day of Dussehra, the event also marked 

another milestone for the Government of Goa and Goa Tourism and was presided by 
the Chief Minister of Goa, Laxmikant Parsekar. Others who were present at the event 
included Dilip Parulekar – Minister   for Tourism; Nilesh Cabral – Chairman Goa Tourism 
Development Corporation; Sidharth Kunkoliekar - Panaji MLA; Nikhil Desai – Managing 
Director of Goa Tourism Development Corporation; BoDs of GTDC, and other officials.

CM Parsekar said, “We are very happy to start Duck Boat tours in Goa. The launch of 
these services will definitely boost tourism in the state.”

Parulekar said, “The Amphibian Vessel ride is the first of its kind in India and Goa has the 
privilege of offering something new and novel to tourists visiting Goa this season.”

Cabral said, “This time, the Amphibian Vessels/ Duck Boats will be the new addition to 
our portfolio of adventure activities.”

Managing Director of ADI, Carlos de Sousa, said, “This project is a starting point in our 
endeavour to provide such quality services to the State of Goa.” 

CARLSON REZIDOR HOTEL GROUP SIGNS RADISSON RED 
IN KUALA LUMPUR 

Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group recently announced at HICAP (Hotel Investment 
Conference Asia Pacific), the signing for Radisson RED Kuala Lumpur City Center in 
Malaysia with Masteron Sdn Bhd. The 166-room, newly built hotel is strategically 

located, 800m from the iconic Petronas Twin Towers.
“We are delighted to welcome our new partner in Malaysia, where we will develop 

a property at the heart of the regional powerhouse of Kuala Lumpur. This deal will grow 
our presence at the centre of the country’s exciting economic growth story, and in one of 
its top tourist destinations. Malaysia is increasingly becoming a key market for us in Asia 
Pacific,” said Thorsten Kirschke, President, Asia Pacific, Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group.

Dato’ Choy Wai Hin, Executive Director, Masteron Sdn Bhd, said, “Carlson Rezidor has 
the right brands, an excellent reputation and deep expertise. We are confident that our 
partnership will deliver strong returns on our investment.” 
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Combine British character with Italian style and you have the sensational open 
two-seater, the MINI Superleggera Vision

CLASSIC SPEEDSTER

T
he MINI Superleggera concept may pay homage to 
a motoring golden age, but its mind is firmly set on 
the future. Packed with cutting-edge technology, 
it has electric power at its heart. Inside, traditional 
wood and leather is forged with aluminium to 

striking effect. Just one look tells you this concept is the essence 
of driving fun. The stretched bonnet, long wheelbase and short 
overhangs all evoke the classic British roadster. It is crafted by 
hand and moulded over a lightweight aluminium frame. 

The MINI Superleggera Vision showcases traditional MINI 
design on a classic Speedster bonnet, with the iconic round 
headlights and hexagonal grille. Plating on the grille gives it 
sporting character, while three-dimensional bonnet stripes 
emboss the hood, leading to polished aluminium accents. 
A wide stance and muscular wheel arches contrast against 
sleek aluminium mirrors and rims, finished off in eye-catching 
Como Blue pain. The MINI Superleggera Vision cuts a standout 
silhouette, synthesising unconventional design elements from 
MINI and Touring Superleggera. 

TT BUREAU

The MINI ‘bulldog’ stance pushes the wheels right to the 
corners, delivering go-kart agility. The famous Superleggera 
body is crafted by hand, not machine – smooth aluminium 
sheets mould over a frame of lightweight aluminium tubes, 
while a ‘Touringline’ runs from the front wheels to the fin-shaped 
rear. From behind, the striking rear lights form a two-part LED 
Union Jack, separated by a sparkling chrome bar. It’s a wave to 
the past, as you roar into the future.

Inside, the MINI Superleggera Vision is stripped back to 
bare racing aesthetics. The framework stays uncovered, but 
touches of luxury appear throughout. The feel – aluminium 
and leather. The instrument panel is built from a single 
aluminium sheet in which the iconic MINI Centre Instrument 
rests – a hub of futuristic technology. British racing heritage is 
clear throughout, with doors structured in a Union Jack design 
and bucket-shaped black leather sport-seats. Italian flair meets 
MINI attitude. In fact, it’s got the lot - jaw-dropping looks, heart 
stopping performance and cutting edge technology all rolled 
into one.
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SATYA PAUL PRESENTS ‘STAR 
STRUCK’ @ THE COURTYARD 
BY MARRIOTT & FAIRFIELD BY 
MARRIOTT, BENGALURU 

Gaurav Singh, General Manager of the newly 
opened complex housing two of Marriott’s 
fastest growing business brands, Courtyard by 

Marriott & Fairfield by Marriott Bengaluru, in association 
with food writer and wine enthusiast, Jyotiee Balani, 
played host to an exclusive preview of Satya Paul’s 
brand new collection inspired by constellations. The 
collection was showcased in an enthralling fashion-
filled evening, as guests enjoyed cuisine and wines 
inspired by fashion with a display of Mercedes Benz cars 
by Akshaya Motors, an authorised dealer.

Talking about the evening, Singh, said, “We are 
pleased to host this beautiful evening, where we get to 
showcase the exquisite collection by Satya Paul and the 

grand new GLC Mercedes Benz. The Satya Paul collection is known for its originality 
and quality of printed fabrics and garments. With exemplary design and a distinct 
take on print fabrications, the brand has created its own niche internationally, 
reflecting the tastes and aspirations of its wearer.” 

SA TOURISM PARTNERS WITH THOMAS COOK 

As the holiday season approaches, it’s time to put on the planning hats 
and book those long due vacations. Rising to the occasion, South 
African Tourism has partnered with Thomas Cook to offer exciting 

travel packages and deals for Indian travellers.
Hanneli Slabber, Country Manager, South African Tourism, said, “We 

constantly endeavour to create exciting and innovative experiences for our 
visitors. We would love for more Indians to come and witness the wonder 
that is South Africa – to truly experience and know the country like the locals.”

Rajeev Kale, President and Country Head – Leisure Travel & MICE, Thomas 
Cook (India) Ltd, says, “For our teams at Thomas Cook India, our partnership 
with South Africa Tourism has had a significant positive impact – South 
Africa has now emerged as one of our fastest growth long haul destinations 
for Indian outbound travellers.”

As per the latest arrival figures for July 2016, 58,876 Indian tourists have 
visited South Africa between January 2016 to July 2016, which is an increase 
of 28.1 per cent vis-à-vis the same period last year. 

  ABOUT THE COLLECTION:

Inspired by the 12 zodiacs of the cosmos, the house of 
Satya Paul launches its Autumn Winter 2016 Collection, 
‘Star Struck’. Divided into three looks – The Constellation, 
Zodiac Traits and Elements of the Zodiac, the range pays 
homage to traditional weaves and techniques, such as 
Shibori and Benarsi woven fabrics, while trying to revive 
them in a contemporary context. 

Vivek Chowdhary has been appointed as the 
Director of Sales & Marketing at Country 
Inn & Suites 

By Carlson, Mysore, 
a Carlson Rezidor 
managed hotel. He has 
worked with various 
brands throughout Pan 
India, and has studied 
Hotel Management 
& Catering Technology from IHM, Meerut, 
bringing with him over 18 years of expertise in 
the hospitality industry. In his current position 
he will be responsible for pioneering Sales 
avenues, delivering greater profits, implementing 
innovative and creative strategies for Marketing, 
Media Planning and Market Research with a 
dynamic approach. 

INDU KHATRI has been designated as the Associate 
Director of Sales at Crowne Plaza Jaipur, Tonk 
Road. She has proven experience of over eight 

years in managing Sales and Marketing activities 
and increasing revenues by 
developing productive customer 
relationships in the hospitality 
industry. Her most recent 
position was Associate Director 
of Sales, The Leela Palaces, Hotels 
and Resorts.She also has been 
part of the Pre-opening team 

for Leela Palace New Delhi. She is a graduate of Hotel 
Management and has a keen interest in cooking. 
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BHUTAN: A TRAVELLER’S PARADISE

Bhutan’s tourism sector is regarded as one of the most exclusive travel 
destinations in the world. Today, tourism is a vibrant business with a 
high potential for growth and further development.

The Royal Government of Bhutan adheres strongly to a policy of high 
value, low impact tourism which serves the purpose of creating an image of 
exclusivity and high-yield for Bhutan.

Bhutan remains a much admired destination throughout the global tourism 
industry, particularly in the high-end markets. This is attributed to the pristine 
state of the country’s cultural and natural heritage, which attracts an affluent 
and adventurous clientele; and political stability and good governance, which 
ensures equitable and sustainable national development. 

Tourism continued to grow in 2015, registering a 16.21 per cent increase 
to 155,121 arrivals. Of this, 57,537 were international visitors and 97,584 were 
arrivals from regional markets (India, Bangladesh and Maldives).

It is important to note that regional arrivals have been increasing consistently, and in 2015, constituted 62.91 per cent of all visitors. With rising 
income and affluence in the region, this segment of visitors is an emerging potential market. To attract this segment, and continue to cater to the 
huge international markets, Bhutan has to ensure the sustainability and viability of local businesses in order to encourage repeat visitors and not 
compromise the quality of their experience. 

HOTELBEDS 
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 
IN INDIA  

Hotelbeds marked the completion 
of a successful decade in India by 
outlining an ambitious growth 

strategy for the coming decade in 
this high growth market, which has 
now emerged as the second largest 
outbound market in Asia Pacific for the 
company, behind only China.

Commenting on ten years of success 
in India, Sam Turner, Sales Director at 
Hotelbeds, commented, “Already, India 
is second only to China in the Asia Pacific 
region for Hotelbeds. Most recently, we 
have moved beyond just operating in 
the biggest cities and are now working in Tier II – and looking to Tier III – sized cities, where enormous growth potential still exists.

Andy Tan, Sales Director in Asia Pacific at Hotelbeds, also commented, “It gives me great pleasure to say that our huge success in India has 
contributed significantly to the leading position of Hotelbeds across AsiaPacific.¨

Nikhil Jain, Sales Director – South Asia at Hotelbeds, added, “As we celebrate ten years in the market, I would like to thank all our client partners for 
their loyalty and support. Looking ahead to the next ten years our joint mission – client partner and distributor – is to make the Indian traveller one of 
the most recognised, in demand and well-catered for travel segment globally.” 

TRADITIONAL CAKE MIXING AT GRAND 
HYATT MUMBAI 

Grand Hyatt Mumbai celebrated the onset of the 
festive season with a spirited cake mixing ceremony 
at the hands of their young guests and their parents. 

The ceremony was held at the lobby of the hotel, recently. 
The event was led by General Manager, Sunjae Sharma, who 
welcomed the guests in the Christmas spirit. Executive Pastry 
Chef, Vivek Kadam, engaged the guests with tips and tricks 
on how to balance the dry fruit with alcohol and preserve it 
for the perfect cake mix.  
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EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF

SOUTH AFRICA

RSVP: Indiaroadshow@southafrica.net or call 
 022 40144070 for more information

We look forward to seeing you there!

Date Day City Time Venue

30-Jan Monday Chennai 10:00hrs - 14:00hrs Taj Coromandel

31-Jan Tuesday Bangalore 10:00hrs - 14:00hrs ITC Gardenia

01-Feb Wednesday Delhi 10:00hrs - 16:00hrs Le Meridien

03-Feb Friday Mumbai 10:00hrs - 16:00hrs St. Regis

If it’s something different you’re looking for – a place with a rich serving of diverse cultures, intriguing 
traditional cuisine, the buzzing city life that will have your feet tapping to its rhythmic beats, as well as 
remarkable outdoor and wildlife experiences, then come see the best of South Africa’s tourism products. 
Four days featuring trade professionals from up to 60 exciting South African products, who will teach 
you more about successfully packaging and selling #wowSouthAfrica.

Join us and experience a country like no other at the 2017 South African Tourism Roadshow. 



CM PATNAIK HOLDS AMBASSADOR MEET AT NEW DELHI 

Ahead of the ‘Make In Odisha’ Conclave, the Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen Patnaik, held an ‘Ambassador Meet’ at New Delhi. The 
meeting was attended by Minister for External Affairs, Sushma Swaraj, and Ambassadors / High Commissioners from 25+ identified 
countries, including Australia, Canada, France, Russia, Taiwan, Malaysia, Norway, Spain, Italy, UAE and Saudi Arabia.

Sushma Swaraj lauded the initiatives of the State Government and appreciated the industry friendly ecosystem available in the State. 
She threw light on the abundance of natural resources and availability of skilled labour. Further, she said, it is a matter of pride that in the 
challenge for Smart Cities, Bhubaneshwar emerged at the top.

Naveen Patnaik said, “We held very productive discussions with the envoys. We look forward to strengthening our trade and business 
relationship with various countries and emerge as the Manufacturing Hub of the East”. The Make in Odisha Conclave is to be held in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, from November 30 to December 02, 2016. 

WORLDVENTURES’ CELEBRATES 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY @ HKDL 

With a diverse range of event venues and a world-class 

theme park, Hong Kong Disneyland Resort (HKDL) hosted 
WorldVentures’ 10th Anniversary event during its Mega 

DreamTrip. WorldVenture’s DreamTrips, a travel club community, 
celebrated its anniversary with fanfare at the resort, attracting 6,000 
members to participate in the four-day premium corporate event.

With its diverse range of exciting entertainment offerings, 
including the first-in-Asia “Star Wars: Tomorrowland Takeover” 
experience, Hong Kong Disneyland Resort was considered as the 
ideal venue for the Mega DreamTrip contingent from Asia Pacific 
to gather for a once-in-a-lifetime event.

Karen Kwan, Business Solutions & Events Director, Hong 
Kong Disneyland Resort, said: “Since the opening of HKDL, guests 
from around the world have been captivated by our unique 
attractions and entertainment offerings. We are delighted to 
have WorldVentures’ DreamTrips hosting their milestone event 
here. Our BS&E team unleashed their creativity and tailor-made 
an unparalleled celebratory event, which left the participants 
with memories to last a lifetime.” 

EXPERIENCE MAGICAL MACAO AT PATA 
TRAVEL MART 2017 

The Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) announced that PATA 
Travel Mart 2017 (PTM 2017) will be held in Macao SAR, from 
September 13-15. The 40th edition of the Mart will be hosted 

generously by the Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO).
Macao SAR - located on the western bank of the Pearl River Delta 

in southern Guangdong Province, China, is positioning itself as the 
‘World Centre of Tourism and Leisure’ as it develops into a quality 
international tourist destination.

PATA CEO, Dr Mario Hardy, said, “It is an exciting prospect to be 
returning to Macao SAR for the 40th anniversary of PATA Travel Mart, 
having previously held a successful Mart there in 2010. PATA and the 
MGTO enjoy a very special, unique and rewarding relationship that we 
treasure and hold in high regard.

Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes, Director, MGTO, added, “PATA 
Travel Mart mobilises a relevant contingent of travel trade stakeholders 
from the Asia Pacific region and around the world and we are enthusiastic 
with the perspective of providing a first-hand update about the significant 
developments in our city since we last met in Macao for the PATA Travel 
Mart 2010 and in 2005 for the PATA Annual Conference.” 
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SA Tourism launches ‘Fastest 50’ 
campaign for trade partners in India

S
outh African Tourism has launched the ‘Fastest 50’ 
incentive campaign for trade partners in India. The 
first 20 agents to book 50 customers to South Africa 
for a package of a minimum of nine nights stand the 
chance to win an all-expense paid trip to the Rainbow 

Nation. The Fastest 50 campaign is valid for the travel period 
from June 2016 right up to January 2017.

Commenting on the campaign, Country 
Manager – India, Hanneli Slabber, said, 

“India is an important market for 
South African Tourism and 

our trade partners have 
been vital to our success 

here. It is essential 
that we engage 

with our partners in meaningful and 
innovative ways to allow them to sell the 

destination and experience South Africa first 

TT BUREAU

SA:FASTEST 50 

hand. This campaign is our effort to sustain these engagements 
so that we have destination loyalists. We invite all our partners 
to participate in this exciting run chase and make the most of it.”  

In order to be eligible for the all-expense paid trip, 
participants have to abide by certain terms and conditions, such 
as participating consultants must be SA Specialists (Essentials 
+ 7 Experiences) and have at least two packages listed on the  
Chalo South Africa website, along with availability of participants 
to travel in February, 2017. 

From magnificent wildlife, adrenaline pumping adventure 
activities, spectacular and pristine beaches to its world-
class cities, shopping, nightlife, food and wine, South 
Africa has it all.
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THE LEELA AMBIENCE CONVENTION 
HOTEL, DELHI RE-LAUNCHES CHERRY 
BAR 

The Leela Ambience Convention Hotel, Delhi, a 
landmark for both business and leisure travellers in 
the city, has re-launched their spectacular Cherry Bar 

with an all new lip-smacking menu and an enthralling live 
band. The talented and versatile actors Cyrus Broacha and 
Kunal Vijaykar graced the occasion.

 Jaideep Anand, General Manager, The Leela Ambience 
Convention Hotel, said, “The live band featuring Zaara 
and Dhritiman is a new introduction to our family and we 
are very happy to be showcasing them today. Our aim is 
to offer our guests with a refined and more enthralling 
environment in terms of adding to their experience whilst 
they stay with us. Apart from our in-house guests we also 
wanted to provide people residing in the vicinity of our hotel with an opportunity to look forward to an eventful evening with great food and 
beverages without having to travel great distances. It is a privilege to host Cyrus Broacha and Kunal Vijaykar at our hotel and to have them be a 
part of such a momentous occasion for us is a great honour.” 

SA FOREST ADVENTURES APPOINTS 
THE STRATEGY STORE AS ITS INDIA 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SA Forest Adventures has appointed The Strategy Store as their 
representative in India, with effect from September 2016. 
Talking about the appointment, Clinton Lerm, owner, SA Forest 

Adventures said, “We are pleased to announce that we are now 
associated with The Strategy Store, who will focus on our promotional 
and marketing activities as well as sales for India. Looking at the 
growing number of visitors from India to South Africa year on year, we 
believe that this market has a vast potential. This initiative will help us 
position ourselves, in our key growth market, India.”

Sherry Varma from The Strategy Store, said, “I have a very emotional 
connect with South Arica. And, we are extremely happy to be assigned 
the task of handling marketing, sales and public relations activities 
for SA Forest Adventures in India. SA Forest Adventure’s competitive 
packages and quality of services will help us to develop and multiply 
their market share in India.” 

SA Forest Adventures offers a massive range of adventure activities 
for travellers in and around Cape Town. 

TECHCELX ANNOUNCES  100 CRORE FUNDS FOR DISRUPTIVE 
TECHNOLOGY VENTURES 

Techcelx, an integrated business acceleration and technology investment firm focussed on 
developing digital technology products and platforms in enterprises being disrupted by 
technology, recently announced a Rs 100-crore-fund to support ventures developing cutting-edge 

technology products and businesses being disrupted by technology. The company, launched by former 
CEO of HCL Technologies, Anant Gupta, is a first of its kind firm specifically aimed at filling the innovation 
gap in established as well as emerging companies in India. 

“With Techcelx I am pursuing my long-term goals and passion towards promoting our country’s 
entrepreneurship and innovation potential in the technology space,” said Anant Gupta, Founder 
Chairman and CEO, Techcelx. “The launch of this Rs 100-crore-fund is a significant step in this direction 
where we will be focussing on ventures with specialisation in technologies like Machine Learning, IoT 
(Internet of Things), AI, Analytics and Data Science and Automation across three main sectors of Banking, 
Education and Healthcare.” 
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What are the USPs of the hotel?
Conrad Pune is located on Mangaldas Road, a most coveted 
address on the edge of Koregaon Park, the city’s prime 
commercial, residential and entertainment districts. It offers easy 
access to the city’s IT and business hubs, including Magarpatta, 
Kharadi, Hinjewadi and Pimpri-Chinchwad, as well as the airport.  

Conrad Pune features among the largest guest rooms and 
suites in the city, six stylish dining outlets, extensive business 
and recreational facilities and what has fast become the 
city’s most sought-after meetings and events space ideal for 
exclusive social gatherings and business functions. Providing 
the backdrop are expansive public spaces with 40-foot-high 
ceilings, cascading water features, a collection of handpicked 
artwork, bold geometric shapes, dashes of striking colour and 
hints of lavish ornamentation.

INSPIRING LUXURY
IN CONVERSATION WITH

Amit Midha 
GENERAL MANAGER, CONRAD PUNE
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What are the facilities that your hotel offers to luxury and 
leisure travellers?
Conrad Pune has become the preferred destination for the new 
generation of smart luxury travellers for whom life, business and 
pleasure seamlessly intersect.

Starting at a spacious 450sq.ft, the hotel’s 310 luxurious 
guest rooms, including 20 suites, offer the very latest in-room 
technology.  These are equipped with everything a guest needs 
for a productive business trip or restful vacation, including 
signature Conrad amenities, plush bedding and five-fixture 
marble bathrooms with walk-in rain showers and soak tubs.   
These ‘Intelligent Rooms’ sense the guest’s arrival and switch 
from energy saving mode to occupied activating the air-
conditioning system, drawing curtains and adjusting the lights 
to suit the time of day.  

Conrad Pune offers the popular Conrad Concierge mobile app, 
which gives global luxury travellers the ability to customise details of 
their hotel stay before, during and after each visit via a smartphone 
or tablet. If it’s to do with checking-in while in-transit from the 
airport, guests can access a variety of features by using the app.

The dining options at the hotel have become the city’s hot 
spots, include three innovative restaurants, a chic bar, a unique 
poolside café, a delightful delicatessen and a lobby lounge.

Conrad Pune will be the premier choice for exclusive 
meetings, private dinners and grand receptions. The 20,000sq.
ft of meeting and event space at the hotel features a grand 
ballroom, meeting rooms, seven boardrooms, dedicated 
entrance, indoor automotive lift, state-of-the-art audio visual 
technology, intelligent lighting, exceptional service and 
inspired catering.
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CORPORATE 
JET-SETTERS

NITIN NARULA
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR – 
ADMINISTRATION & IT OPERATIONS
WWW.PROPTIGER.COM
WWW.MAKAAN.COM

A place you plan to visit again?
I would love to explore Leh and Ladakh again and get the feel of 
Pangong Lake, the sapphire lakes and rusty terrains.

A family vacation that stands out?
Kerala — “Gods own country”. Yes, it was indeed memorable 
to explore the Arabian sea coast and beaches, Munnar’s tea 
gardens, the backwaters, and elegant houseboats. 

Your best holiday with friends?
Goa — I think nothing can beat this place. The heady cocktail of 
beaches, delectable cuisine, local drinks and great music creates 
the perfect holiday destination. 

Great food you enjoyed and where?
Oriental food and street food in any city of India is always 

my first choice as it is mouth-watering and loaded with 
traditional recipes.

What to watch out for while travelling?
Choosing the right itinerary helps you save time and 
money, creating back-up plans and, your DSLR camera, 
to capture all the memories which one can cherish 
throughout one’s lifetime.

As a travel buyer, what’s your philosophy?
End to end planning in advance so one can enjoy the 

trip without worries, right choice of accommodation and 
transport, so it makes you feel stress free and that every 
penny spent seems worth it.

Most memorable trip to any destination?
The Delhi - Manali - Leh– Kashmir road trip really mesmerised 
me, when I travelled approximately 1500km by road, in 2012. The 
regions of Ladakh are adorned with extensive natural diversities. 
On the other hand, Kashmir is a valley that is forever beautiful 
and the best destination to go to. 

You dream of going to?
It would be fascinating to be by the Thames River, exploring 
historical attractions, viewng the spectacular skyline, plus 
many other experiences. So, my next destination will 
definitely be London.

Favourite airline and why?
Vistara for domestic and Emirates for international 
is the first choice for any traveller, as they provide 
all the comfort that travellers expect from an airline. 
Their hospitality and courtesy speak volumes from 
the moment one steps into their radar. Their food is 
awesome, too.

Best hotel experience and why?
The Oberoi and Starwood chain have always been my 
favourite. They never leave any stone unturned in keeping 
one’s guests happy and comfortable. 
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ARGENTINA CONDUCTS 
3-CITY INDIA ROADSHOW 

National Institute of Tourism 
Promotion in Argentina 
(INPROTUR) conducted a multi-city 

roadshow to promote Argentina in India. 
The roadshow was held in the three major 
Indian cities, including Delhi, Mumbai and 
Bengaluru.

 The roadshow, entitled, ‘Has it All’ 
brought the Argentine suppliers and 
India’s travel buyers closer to one another. 
The interaction, along with live tango 
performances, added an ecstatic flavour 
to the event. It offered an appropriate 
platform for the suppliers to provide 
information and interact directly with 
India’s leading tour operators, key 
decisions-makers from the industry, airline 
representatives and travel agents. 

Also present at the event were HE 
Maria Cristina Ueltschi – Ambassador of 
Argentina; Georgina Fernández Destéfano 
– Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of 
Argentina, at the Delhi roadshow and 
HE Alejandro Zothner Meyer – Acting 
Consul General of Argentina; Andrea Alba 
Gonzalez – Deputy Consul, Argentina, 
at the Mumbai roadshow. Argentina has 
seen an encouraging growth in Indian 
travellers – 18.3 per cent in 2015 and 22 
per cent in the first months, in 2016. 

TAFI LAUNCHES NEW LOGO  

Travel Agents Federation of India (TAFI) has launched 
a new logo with a fitting byline, “The Way Forward,” 
at a seminar on “India Tourism: Think, Collaborate 

& Implement”, organised by Wonderlust in Association 
with TAFI, at The Ashok New Delhi. The new TAFI logo 
was unveiled by Suman Billa Jt Secretary, Ministry of 
Tourism, Government of India, along with Dr AK Manocha, 
Chairman & Managing Director, IRCTC in the presence 
of TAFI President Praveen Chugh, Past President Zakkir 
Ahmed, Vice President, Pradip Lulla, National General 
Secretary, Aditi Bhende, Managing Committee Member 
and Convention Chairman, Bharat Shah, and Managing 
Committee member, Teddy Thomas, amidst an august 
gathering of luminaries. 

Delhi Roadshow – HE Maria Cristina Ueltschi – Ambassador of Argentina, Georgina 
Fernández Destéfano - Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Argentina; Medha Sampat 
and Kanai Morarji of KNACK and the Argentine Delegation.

Mumbai Roadshow – HE Alejandro Zothner Meyer – Acting Consul General of Argentina; 
Andrea Alba Gonzalez – Deputy Consul, Argentina; Medha Sampat and Kanai Morarji 
of KNACK and the Argentine Delegation.

PLAN THE ULTIMATE BACHELORETTE PARTY IN 
DUBAI

While your wedding day should be the most special day of your 
life, so should your bachelorette party, also known as The One 
Last Hurrah With Your Girls, as a single lady should be almost as 

unforgettably epic. One way to ensure that it’s every bit as awesome as you 
dreamt it to be? Celebrate it in Dubai! 

Dubai is, quite simply put, a girl’s paradise. It has all the elements that you 
need for the perfect bachelorette party, and it has them in spades. Phenomenal 
experiences? Check. Partying with the Girls, Fabulous Eating Spots or Chilling on the 
Beach. Head to Dubai with your best girls for the bachelorette party of a lifetime! 
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The Indian Travel Congress 2016 organised by Travel Agents Association of India 
(TAAI) from October 14 – 16, concludes on a promising note

T
he 63rd Convention & Exhibition of TAAI was held at the “Emirates 
Palace Abu Dhabi” and featured about 700 delegates. The Convention 
was also highlighted by the India Travel Trade Expo (ITTE), 
offering an excellent B2B opportunity for the 
visiting delegates to connect with 

vendors from all over. Glimpses of the 
event.

TT BUREAU

TAAI CHARMS ABU DHABI 
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NR OFFICE OF THE MOT CELEBRATES WORLD 
TOURISM DAY 2016  

Northern Regional Office of the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, 
celebrated this year’s World Tourism Day in a very unique and noble 
way by organising a Sightseeing Tour of Delhi for Children with Special 

Abilities. This unique tour was flagged off by the Tourism Minister Dr Mahesh 
Sharma, from Northern Regional Office of the Ministry of Tourism, at Janpath, 
New Delhi. Secretary Tourism, Vinod Zutshi, Additional Secretary Tourism Uday 
Pratap Singh, Additional Directror General Tourism, Meenakshi Sharma, members 
from Tourism Trade, senior officers from the Ministry, large members of the 
media, tourism students and tourists also attended the flag-off ceremony  and 
World Tourism Day celebrations. 

Tourism Minister Dr Mahesh Sharma said, “Accessible tourism for all is about the 
creation of environments that can cater to the needs of all, whether we are travelling 
or staying at home. Whether it is due to a disability, even temporary, families with small 
children, or the aged, at some point in our lives, sooner or later, we all benefit from the 
universal accessibility in tourism.”

Vinod Zutshi said, “We want to call upon the right of all the world’s citizens to 
experience the incredible diversity of our planet and the beauty of the world we live in.”

Arun Srivastava, Regional Director, Northern India, Ministry of Tourism, wished Happy 
World Tourism Day to all.  According to him “This unique opportunity will provide an 
opportunity to these students with Special Abilities to take glimpse of important heritage 
monuments such as Jantar Mantar, Humayun Tomb, India Gate, Rashtrapati Bhawan etc.” 

NR OFFICE MOT ORGANISES SWACCH BHARAT DRIVE  

Continuing its efforts of spreading the awareness of 
cleanliness at tourist places, public places, offices etc., 
Northern Regional Office of the Ministry of Tourism, 

Government of India, organised a Swacch Bharat campaign at 
New Delhi Railway Station. 

Tourism Minister, Dr Mahesh Sharma, said, “the Clean India 
Mission was very close to Mahatma Gandhi and it is our duty 
to ensure that all tourist monuments and public places are 
kept clean. And the message of cleanliness should be spread 
throughout the country and everyone should engage in cleaning 
up tourist places, work places, mohallas, villages, cities, and 
surroundings and fulfil the dream of the Father of the Nation.”

Congratulating Northern Region office for this noble effort, 
Vinod Zutshi, Secretary Tourism, Government of India, said, 
“Campaign Clean India is to sensitise all sections of society on the 
importance of cleanliness and hygiene in public places, particularly monuments and tourist destinations.”

While thanking everyone for participation in this effort, Arun Srivastava, Regional Director, Northern India, Ministry of Tourism, stressed the 
need of inculcating the habit of cleanliness in every child, right from the beginning. He also stressed that efforts would be made on a regular 
basis to organise such events at important public and tourist places. 

JW MARRIOTT OPENS IN KOLKATA  

JW Marriott Hotels & Resorts continues to expand its luxury portfolio with the 
opening of its eighth hotel in India, JW Marriott Hotel Kolkata. The first hotel 
in Kolkata and East India by Marriott International, the property towers over 

JBS Haldane Avenue and is located in the heart of the city, minutes from the old 
central business district. 

“The opening of the first JW Marriott hotel in Kolkata marks a great milestone 
for Marriott International”, said Neeraj Govil, Area Vice President, South Asia, 
Marriott International. 

“JW Marriott is a distinctive luxury brand globally recognised for its 
craftsmanship, warm personalised service and alluring, modern design,” said 
Ranju Alex, General Manager, JW Marriott Hotel Kolkata. 
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DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM
Opp: Indoor Stadium, Raj Bhawan Road,

Kohima -797001, Nagaland
Telefax: +91 370 2243124

Email: nagalandt@gmail.com
www.tourismnagaland.com

Hornbill Festival 
NAGALAND

The Hornbill Festival held from 
DECEMBER 1-10  shows that with 

its stunning natural beauty and 
great cultural traditions, Nagaland 

can offer a rich fare to tourists.



TT BUREAU

iNFHRA hosts first FM Excellence Award 
in Bengaluru on 26th October, 2016, at 
The Lalit Ashok Bangalore

i
NFHRA – an industry body and member-based association 
representing more than 1,200 members from the Facility 
Management and Administration, Workplace and 
Infrastructure, Corporate Travel and Hospitality, Corporate 
Real Estate, Safety and Security and Procurement 

professionals, organised its first FM Excellence Award in 
Bengaluru on 26th October, 2016, at The Lalit Ashok Bangalore.

More than 60 corporates from Bengaluru competed for the 
esteemed Winner and Runners Up award across five categories. 
The prominent jury comprised industry professionals from 
Britannia Industries Limited, Brocade, Embassy Services, 
Mindtree, Schneider Electric, Titan Company Ltd, Treebo Hotels, 
Capgemini, CSC, Thomson Reuters, 75F, Tavant Technologies, 
and Senior FM professionals.

Award Category: Real Estate & Space Management powered 
by TREEBO HOTELS
Winner: Badarinarayan Sundarasubramaniam, Syniverse 
Technologies Services (India). 
1st Runner Up: Hemanth Kumar, July Systems & Technologies Pvt 
Ltd.
2nd Runner Up: Ramesh R, Robert Bosch Engineering & Business 
Solutions. 

Award Category: Corporate Travel, Transport & Logistics 
powered by VIA.COM and supported by CARZONRENT
Winner: Aswani Kumar Gupta, DTDC Express Ltd. 
1st Runner Up: Lt Col Sharad Bhargava, Aon Services India Pvt Ltd.
2nd Runner Up: Pradeep Kumar C, METRO Cash & Carry India. 

iNFHRA FM EXCELLENCE 
AWARDS BENGALURU

Winners and Runners Up 
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Award Category: Ecological Sustainability 
powered by ARRAYSTORM and supported by 
ECO365
Winner: Alexander Susai, Embassy Services Pvt Ltd. 
1st Runner Up: Ranganathan N,  Mphasis Ltd.
2nd Runner Up: Shailendrasing Patil, Sasken 
Communication Technologies. 

Award Category: Innovation & Technology 
powered by SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC and 
supported by HUMANSCALE, 75F and 
INNOFITT
Winner: Dr Harry CD, Ascend Telecom Infrastructure 
Pvt Ltd. 
1st Runner Up: Anil Kumar, PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Pvt Ltd.
2nd Runner Up: Kumara Shivanna, Citrix R&D India 
Pvt Ltd. 

Award Category: Safety & Security Award 
powered by STALWART SECURITY SERVICES
Winner: Narayan Rao R, First American Pvt Ltd. 
1st Runner Up: Santosh G Mervyn, Altimetrik.
2nd Runner Up: Sadath Pasha, Bank Bazar.

The Awards were also supported by Chai Point, 
Hicare, DMS Designs, HDFC Realty, Embassy 
Services, Fuego Furniture, Inhealth Medical 
Services, The Lalit Ashok, Fire & Security 
Association of India, FM Zone, Computer Society 
of India, Todays Traveller and Industrial Safety 
Review magazine.

The next ‘5 Cities of the Tour’ are scheduled 
in Gurgaon on 25th November 2016, Pune on 21st 
December 2016, Hyderabad on 18th January 2017, 
Chennai on 15th February 2017 and Mumbai on 
10th March 2017. For more details about the award 
series, please write at support@infhra.com

Rahul Chaudhary, CoFounder, Treebo Hotels 

Jury
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NAMASTE THAILAND 2016  

On 29 October, 2016, Apirat Sugondhabhirom, 
Deputy Chief of Mission, presided over the Award 
Presentation Ceremony of the 2nd edition of 

“Namaste Thailand,” an online quiz campaign about Thailand, 
at the Royal Thai Embassy, Vasant Vihar. Also present were 
Isara Stapanaseth, Director of Tourism Authority of Thailand, 
(New Delhi Office), Kitti Chinprahasta, Station Manager, Thai 
Airways International, and the top three winners of Namaste 
Thailand 2016. 

Using Facebook as its platform, the recently concluded 
second edition of the engaging and competitive online daily 
quiz contest witnessed digital participation by 70,000 Indians 
across as many as 50 cities, from metropolises, namely New 
Delhi and Mumbai, to smaller towns such as Siliguri in the 
east and Coimbatore in the south and Surat in the west. 

Harshit Gupta, a fresh graduate from Mount Abu Public 
School, Rohini, Sec-5, Delhi, dedicated participant and this year’s 
Grand Prize Winner, says, “My journey with Namaste Thailand 
was filled with thrills and spills. And… I can’t wait for NT 2017!”

Chirag Madan, Class 10 student from Bal Bharti Public 
School, the First Runner-up, says “Namaste Thailand is the 
best platform for new quizzers: Awesome questions, great 
events, unexpected results that engage you completely.” 
Chaitanya Khurana, 1st year student at College of Vocational 
Studies, Delhi University, the Second Runner-Up, says, 
“Namaste Thailand 2016 was more competitive than 
Namaste Thailand 2015.” 

The Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) announced recently 
that Sania Mirza has secured the 2016 WTA Year-End World 
No.1 Doubles Ranking, presented by Dubai Duty Free. 

“Dubai Duty Free congratulates Sania Mirza on capturing the 
2016 WTA Year End No.1 Ranking,” said Salah Tahlak, Executive 
Vice President - Corporate Services, at Dubai Duty Free and 
Tournament Director of Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championships. 

“It’s very, very exciting to finish two years in a row as No.1,” 
said Mirza. “It’s been an incredible year for me again, with seven 
WTA titles, a Grand Slam and ending the year at the WTA Finals in 
Singapore. Finishing the year No.1 is amazing – it’s a dream come 
true and gives me motivation and inspiration to come out and 
work even harder next year.” 

RAHOOL MACARIUS has been appointed as 
Director of Global and National Sales, Eurasia, at 
Wyndham Hotel Group. Macarius joins Wyndham 
Hotel Group from the Lemon Tree Hotel 
Group, where he held the position of Assistant 
Vice President, Sales. With close to 20 years 
of experience, Macarius has also worked with 

Intercontinental Hotels Group and ITC Hotels. Armed with the attitude of 
leading from the front, Macarius will be responsible for driving sales and 
revenues through building strategic partnerships in the region.  

RUCHIKA KAKAR has been designated as 
Regional Marketing Manager, Eurasia, at 
Wyndham Hotel Group. Kakar brings more than 
15 years’ experience in branding and marketing 
communication. In her role as Regional Marketing 
Manager, Kakar will oversee development of 
integrated marketing strategy for the Wyndham 
Hotel Group’s loyalty programme as well as brands.  She will also be the 
marketing interface for the Group’s hotels in the region.

ANJALI NAIK takes over as the Director of Sales at 
Courtyard by Marriott Pune Chakan. An industry 
veteran with more than 14 years of experience, 
Naik has been associated with some of the best 
hotel brands in the country. In her new role, she 
will be responsible to develop and execute sales 
strategies through preparation of a strategic sales 

plan, implementation and by monitoring progress.

GUNISHA GUPTA has been assigned as the 
Assistant Front Office Manager at Courtyard by 
Marriott Pune Chakan. With an experience close 
to four years of serving in the industry, Gupta 
has been associated with some of the best hotel 
brands in the world. In her new role, she will be 
responsible for the overall management of day-to-
day operations, ensuring the quality, standards, and to keep the Front 
Office team focussed on the critical components of operations.

APPOINTMENTS

SANIA MIRZA SECURES TOP SPOT AT WTA RANKINGS
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Graffiti art is a colourful expose of culture, politics and life

W
hile often thought of as vandalism, there are many cities around the globe with 
beautiful works of graffiti that add an aesthetic flavour to a destination. Sometime 
around the mid-19th century a bunch 
of Italians got together and invented 
the word ‘graffiti’, or, ‘graffio’. It meant 

‘scratch’. A lot of people would agree that graffiti is nothing 
but scratches, especially government representatives, who 
are always less than happy to see their cities covered in 
black tags and skanky drawings. But, there are places in the 
world where ‘graffio’ is embraced and even encouraged. 

EAST SIDE GALLERY, BERLIN
The Berlin Wall East Side Gallery is a 1.3km long section of the 
wall near the centre of Berlin. Approximately 106 paintings 
by artists from all over the world cover this memorial for 
freedom and make it the largest open-air gallery in the 
world.  

BRICK LANE, EAST LONDON
Stroll down Brick Lane and check out the colourful street 
art: spray painted and stencilled designs and music festival 
fliers. Brick Lane is world-famous for its graffiti, which 
features artists such as Bansky, D*Face and Ben Eine. Brick 
Lane has been used in many music videos, such as ‘Glory 
Days,’ by Just Jack  and ‘All these things that I have done,’ 
by the Killers. 

TT BUREAU

WALLS THAT TALKWALLS THAT TALK
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CALLEJÓN DE HAMEL, CUBA
Callejón de Hamel is an unexpected and refreshing centre 
of Afro-Cuban art and community life tucked off “Aramburu 
y Hospital,” in central Havana. Local artist Salvador González 
dreamt up this inner-city sanctuary back in 1990 with playful 
sculptures made of spare city parts and vibrant wall paintings 
that decorate the street from top to bottom. 

GALERIA OBERTA, BARCELONA
Open 365 days a year, this “exhibition space on the street” aims 
to make graffiti accessible to everyone, by giving artists the 
perfect spot to showcase their creations on the long brick wall 
of the Parc de les Aigües. Anyone can reserve a space on the wall 
by simply filling out a form, but if you do, make sure you don’t 
graffiti outside the border.

CLARION ALLEY, SAN FRANCISCO
Next time you’re in San Francisco, make sure you head to the 
Mission District and check out Clarion Alley. It’s home to a 
constantly revolving set of street art that has to be seen to be 
believed. So much variety, so much style, so much colour: all 
packed in a narrow, block-long alley.

LENNON WALL, PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC
At first glance, the Lennon Wall looks like any graffiti-covered wall 
you see around the world. But, this wall is special, thanks to its 
history. In 1998, the wall had to go through reconstruction of its 
crumbling facade, but the spirit of the wall lives on. It used to 
be covered with anti-Communist graffiti, now it is covered with 
messages of love and peace. The original portrait of Lennon is long 
lost under the layers of new paint, but if you look hard enough 
you can still find tributes to Lennon and a yellow submarine!

5 POINTZ, LONG ISLAND CITY,  NEW YORK
Not a museum or gallery, 5 Pointz is a living collage of graffiti 
art covering a converted warehouse full of artist studios. The 
art of famous and novice graffiti artists’ covers the building’s 
facade, all done with the encouragement 
of the building’s owner. Admire the 
art all around the outside, or 
head upstairs to the roof for 
more graffiti and great 
views of LIC and 
Manhattan.
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CHROME REMOTE DESKTOP
This app enables one to remote into the computer while using the 
computer as one normally would, and it works in the same efficient 
manner with Android too. It works best with tablets and other such 
devices, including a Bluetooth keyboard. With this app, one can 
access the office apps on the PC from the android device.

DOCS TO GO
Docs to Go is an app that 
has been around for a very 
long time, but is constantly 
upgraded to include new 
and improved features. The 
basics find their presence 
here, of course, such as 
word processing, spread 
sheet editing and presenting 
editing. However, what makes 
it really convenient is that it 
enables one to perform all 
these functions without the 
need for a set-up.

FREE OFFICE
Free Office is gradually earning 
its reputation as a go-to app 
for anyone in need of free 
office apps. The suite includes 
three office apps, including 
the TextMaker, PlanMaker, 
and Presentations. The best 
part about these apps is that 
they are completely free 
and contain a decent set 
of features, including PDF 
support, True Type and Open 
Type fonts, and support most 
Microsoft file types. 

OFFICESUITE AND PDF 
EDITOR
OfficeSuite and PDF Editor 
has remained the favourite 
of many people over the 
years, and it’s safe to say that 
its appeal has hardly waned 
with time. Most of the basic 
features find their presence 
in the free version, which is 
good. However, purchasing 
the paid version enables 
one to get access to PDF 
scanning, a font pack that’s 
compatible with Microsoft, a 
spell checker, and additional 
document support.

Presenting some of the latest android apps to have 
made their entry into the market

Office Apps on the Go

TT BUREAU

QUIP
Quip is a nice little app which 
comes with a decent set of 
features, one of which is the 
ability to collaborate with 
other people’s documents. 
The app also comes with 
an in-built app that enables 
one to chat with other 
people working on a similar 
project. It also contains a 
full-featured spread sheet   
experience, cross-device 
syncing, offline support, and 
various exporting options for 
file types and cloud storage 
services.
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‘QUEEN OF SKIES’ DEBUTS OPERATIONS IN INDIA 

With the introduction of the 2016/ 17 winter schedule and underlining the importance of Mumbai on its global network, Lufthansa 
begins operations of Boeing 747-8 on its Mumbai – Frankfurt route on Diwali night. The ‘Queen of Skies’ will offer its passengers an 
enhanced comfort, experience and new technology, including premium on board products like modern cabin design concepts and 

the most up-to-date onboard amenities in all classes. This latest flight schedule will also offer the Mumbai area residents travel choices and 
better connections to the Lufthansa Group Airlines’ network of 170 destinations in over 100 countries. 

 “Lufthansa has a presence in the India market of over 50 years and is committed to offering its passengers outstanding quality and service, 
in line with our philosophy of More Indian Than You Think”, said Wolfgang Will, Director, South Asia, Lufthansa Passenger Airlines. “Adding to 
the festive cheer, we bring the Queen of Skies to Mumbai, one of the most important cities in the world and a key destination in our global 
network. The deployment of Boeing 747-8 shows, once again, our strong commitment to the Indian market.”         

CHIAL WINS IBC AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

Chandigarh International Airports Limited (CHIAL), a Joint Venture 
Company of Airports Authority of India (AAI), States of Punjab and 
Haryana, has been conferred with the IBC award and trophy for 

excellence in built environment in infrastructure projects for the New 
Integrated Terminal Building of Chandigarh International Airport, for the 
year 2014-15. The award was presented by Venkaiah Naidu, Minister for 
Urban Development, Government of India, in the presence of Shobhit 
Uppal, President, IBC. D Kamra, General Manager (Engineering-Project), 
received the  award on behalf of AAI. 

THAI SMILE AIRWAYS 
TO INTRODUCE FLIGHTS 
TO 4 INDIAN CITIES

THAI Smile Airways creates 
another milestone, as the only 
scheduled airline from Thailand 

to fly to Gaya and Varanasi, Jaipur, 
and Lucknow,with the launch of new 
flights to India’s aforementioned four 
cities. The flights will gradually start 
operation from Bangkok to Gaya and 
Varanasi from October 1, Bangkok 
to Jaipur from November 15, and 
Bangkok to Lucknow from December 
1, 2016. 

Isra Stapanaseth, Director of 
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), 

New Delhi Office, said, “Tourism Authority of Thailand congratulates THAI Smile 
Airline to operate direct flight from Tier II cities like Jaipur, Lucknow, to Thailand, 
which are potential markets for India.”

In addition, THAI Smile has chosen The Bird Group as its General Sales 
Agent (GSA) for the Indian market. Gaurav Bhatia, Executive Director, Bird 
Travels, stated, “The Bird Group is very pleased and excited to be associated 
with THAI Smile Airways as their GSA in India. We definitely look forward to a 
great working association with THAI Smile and are very optimistic of making 
their operations a big success.” 

Ethiopian Airlines will add a 5th weekly flight to Seychelles as 
of 16th December, 2016. 

Emirates Skywards marked its 16-year-milestone with over 
16 million members and the successful launch of new 
initiatives to enhance reward options for members. 

EMIRATES SKYWARDS MARKS 16 YEARS 
WITH OVER 16 MILLION MEMBERS 

ETHIOPIAN TO INCREASE FLIGHT 
FREQUENCY TO SEYCHELLES 

30

AVIATION
To

da
y’

s 
Tr

av
el

le
r 
• 

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

16



V
adodara city, located on the banks of the Vishwamitri 
River, is the third largest city of Gujarat, while being 
its cultural capital. Recently selected for development 
as a smart city by the central government, Vadodara 
is an important industrial, cultural and educational 

hub of Gujarat which houses several institutions of national and 
regional importance. Also known as a Gateway to the Golden 
Quadrilateral, it lies on the major rail and road arteries joining 
Mumbai, Delhi and Ahmedabad. Since the era of Royal Gaekwad 
family, Vadodara has been a hub of Art, Literature and Architecture, 
hence it has been bestowed the title of “Kala Nagari.”   

With a capacity to handle 500 domestic and 200 international 
peak passengers at a time, The New Integrated Terminal Building 
at Vadodara Airport has been dedicated to the Nation on 22nd 
October, 2016 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in the presence 
of OP Kohli, Governor of Gujarat; Vijay Rupani, Chief Minister of 
Gujarat; P Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Union Minister of Civil Aviation; 
Jayant Sinha, Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation; Nitinbhai 
Patel, Deputy Chief Minister of Gujarat; Rajendra Suryaprasad 
Trivedi, Minister of State for Sports, Youth Cultural Activities(I/C), 
Pilgrimage Development, Government of Gujarat; RN Choubey, 
Secretary Civil Aviation; Dr Guruprasad Mohapatra, Chairman 
Airports Authority of India, and other dignitaries.   

Vadodara Airport, located northeast 
of the city, is spread over 

TT BUREAU

an area of 630.605 acres.The newly inaugurated building sports 
a sweeping roof that spans the entire length of the terminal. The 
building’s steel structure rises to form a light and open, column-
free terminal with glass curtain walls, thereby bringing elements 
of spaciousness into the picture. The most prominent structural 
feature of the New Integrated Terminal is the huge archway that 
wraps the entire terminal and accentuates it from a space which 
is immense and transparent when visualised. 

The New Integrated Terminal Building is equipped with the 
latest state-of the-art-modern passenger friendly facilities, such 
as Baggage Handling Systems, Inclined Arrival Baggage Claim 
Carousels, Central Air-conditioning, Public Address System, 
Intelligence Addressable Fire Alarm System, Flight Information 
Display System (FIDS), CCTV for Surveillance, Check-in Counters 
with Common Use Terminal Equipment ( CUTE), Car Parking, etc.

GRIHA FEATURES AT THE NEW INTEGRATED TERMINAL 
LED lighting with sensors, low VOC paints (Volatile Organic 
Compound), low heat gain glazing, rainwater harvesting, 
energy efficient chillers, cavity walls, usage of fly ash bricks, re-
use of treated water (600 KLD STP), double insulated roofing 
system VFDs (Variable Frequency Drive) for high capacity 
motors. Moulded or pressed articles of sugarcane bagasse 
pulp or other fibrous cellulosic materials have been used as 

decorative material. 

Vadodara Airport gets New Terminal Building
PM Narendra Modi 
dedicated The New 
Integrated Terminal 
Building at Vadodara 
Airport to the nation 
on 22nd October 2016 
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ETIHAD AIRWAYS EXPANDS MADRID SERVICE TO DAILY OPERATION 

Etihad Airways announced that its Abu Dhabi – Madrid route will operate daily with the introduction of three new flights each week, effective 1 
June, 2017. The additional frequencies underscore the airline’s commitment to offer guests greater choice and more travel options. 

The extra flights will provide connections to key markets across the Middle East, Africa, the Indian subcontinent, Asia and Australia. Popular 
connecting destinations via Abu Dhabi include Hong Kong, Bangkok, Singapore, Sydney, Melbourne, Mumbai and Delhi.

Kevin Knight, Etihad Aviation Group Chief, Strategy and Planning Officer, said, “Our expanded Madrid operation is in line with Etihad Airways’ 
strategy to offer more choice, greater frequency and additional travel options when aircraft availability and market conditions permit. The extra flights 
will cater to the strong demand between the two capital cities, and connect our diverse international network even more with the Spanish capital and 
destinations across Spain and beyond, through our partners.” 

AI ENHANCES PASSENGER EXPERIENCE WITH SITA-BUILT APP  

Air India has launched a completely new app to its more than 18-million passengers, which 
will take the user experience to a new level. Ashwani Lohani, Chairman and MD of Air India, 
said, “Mobile apps are becoming an important tool for making travel bookings by passengers 

who are tech-savvy and like to access information on the go. This mobile app provides Air India 
the right tool to access a growing passenger market that is connected both in India and beyond.”

Maneesh Jaikrishna, SITA’s Vice President for India and Subcontinent said, “What 
makes SITA’s iTravel® app really valuable to airlines is that it allows them to have an app 
that meets their specific requirements. We have worked alongside Air India over the past 
few years, supporting their passenger management and distribution at every step.” 

The delivery milestone was celebrated at a special ceremony 
in Toulouse attended by Singapore Airlines CEO Goh Choon 
Phong and Airbus Group CEO Tom Enders. 

SINGAPORE AIRLINES RECEIVES SIXTH A350 
– THE 10,000TH AIRCRAFT AIRBUS. 
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Indian weddings are getting bigger and fatter, 
thanks to the concept of destination weddings 
that are fast catching up in different parts of the 
country

T 
imes are changing, so are traditions. Nowadays, there are couples 
who not only want to make their wedding a memorable affair for 
themselves, but also for their guests and relatives. So, they go a 
step further when it comes to finalising the venue for their D-day. 
From picturesque mountain towns to lush green hills to palaces 

and forts, all serve as the ideal wedding destinations for these couples, who 
have always looked out for fairytale settings to start their new innings. And, 
with its varied topography and landscape, India offers such couples a host 
of options to translate their dream wedding into a reality. Today’s Traveller 
brings you some of the best choices for destination weddings in India.
   
SRINAGAR: CELESTIAL SETTINGS  
If you have always wanted to exchange wedding vows amidst the quiet 
splendour of valleys, Srinagar would be the right pick for you. The summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir is one of the most sought after wedding 
destinations in India. The picturesque backdrop of the majestic Himalayan 
snow-clad mountains lends a magical touch to the weddings organised in 
Srinagar, located in the heart of Kashmir valley at an altitude of 1,590m. 

Branded as the Venice of the East, Srinagar offers a range of superb 
venues for weddings. Top on the list are the serene sites overlooking the 
vividly vibrant lakes, including Dal and Nagin. Deemed as one of the most 
beautiful lakes, Dal Lake is surrounded by majestic mountains and a large 
number of gardens and orchards. In close proximity to Dal Lake, lies Nagin 
Lake. With its deep blue waters, Nagin Lake is separated from Dal Lake by 
only a causeway.

TT BUREAU

DIARIES
Wedding
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PURI: DIVINE TOUCH
Ever thought about starting your new life from one of the 
Char Dhams in the country? If you have always believed that 
blessings from the Almighty make relationships eternal, get set 
to wed in one of the thousands of temples in Puri, which was 
once a thickly wooded hill inhabited by the Sabaras – Pre-Aryan, 
Pre-Dravidian tribes. 

Odisha’s temple town, Puri, greets you from miles away with 
its towering temple spires. Getting married amidst the blowing 
of conches, chanting of hymns and the rhythmic rattle of 
traditional musical instruments is truly divine. One of the major 
pilgrimage centres for Hindus, Puri has the privilege of having 
the 12th century shrine of Lord Jagannath, which attracts a sea of 
devotees from India and abroad. It’s not only the temples, Puri 
has a number of beaches that make it popular amongst tourists, 
worldwide. The swirling and roaring waves of the Bay of Bengal 
and the endless stretches of white silvery sands make Puri an 
out-of-the-world experience.

PACHMARHI: MAGICAL GREENERY
For two souls who want to be united in the lap of nature, 
Pachmarhi is the place to be. The couple can tie the knot amidst 
virtually endless stretches of greenery and absolute tranquillity. 
No matter where you look, nature will greet you and your 
beloved in its finest forms – lush green forests, gurgling streams, 
colourful vistas of flowers, gurgling streams and sparkling 
waterfalls. One of the most captivating expressions of nature are 
the magical shades of greenery that embrace the ravines, mazes 
and gorges all around. 

Tagged as 
Madhya Pradesh’s 
most verdant 
jewel, Pachmarhi 
is a saucer-shaped 
valley, where, 
at most places, 
you’ll hear the 
gentle murmur 
of flowing water. 
Bridle paths here 
lead into tranquil 
forest glades, 
groves of wild 
bamboo, dense 
sal forests and 
delicate bamboo 
thickets.
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BHAVNAGAR: ROYAL EXPERIENCE 
For those who have nourished the dream of getting 
married the royal way, Bhavnagar is the ideal place. The 
forts and palaces, which have now been transformed 
into heritage hotels, offer all the regal settings for a royal 
wedding. Capturing the mood of imperial times, heritage 
hotels recreate medieval splendour in their décor, style and 
facilities. 

Lounges adorned with charming arches, exquisitely 
painted ceilings, intricate patterns on the rich carpets 
right under your feet, transport you into an altogether 
different world. The rites of passage take you royally from 
a dream to reality. With their royal splendour, traditional 
hospitality and impeccable services and facilities, heritage 
hotels in Bhavnagar have emerged as popular wedding 
destinations in Gujarat. Bhavnagar’s proximity to a number 
of tourist spots in Gujarat adds to its popularity, and makes 
it a favoured destination for organising grand weddings.  

SHILLONG: ROMANTICALLY BEAUTIFUL 
Choosing Shillong, the capital of Meghalaya, as a wedding 
destination would ensure you and your partner remain 
closer to nature than ever before. One of the most sought 
after hill destinations in India, Shillong enthralls with the 
spectacular views that surround it. It has the unique 
distinction of being the only hill station in the country that 
is accessible from all sides. The picturesque city has narrow 
hill roads that are skirted by tall pine trees and lined with 
cottages made of wood. Some of the prominent tourist 
spots here include Ward’s Lake, a beautiful manmade lake; 
Cathedral Catholic Church; Shillong Golf Course, one of the 
oldest and natural golf courses in the world; Elephant Falls, 
two successive falls set in dells of fern-covered rocks, etc.
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I
t is only in Gujarat that the saying, “Aavo Padharo,” or, “You are welcome,” finds its 
perfect expression. Gujarat stretches out into the Arabian Sea and enjoys a coastline 
of 1,666 km long. It is renowned for its beaches, temple towns, historic capitals, wildlife 
sanctuaries, hill resorts and natural grandeur. The State also showcases a rich tradition 
of sculpture, handicrafts, arts and festivals, besides housing the largest petrochemical 

complex in the country. The trail presented by Fortune Hotels and WelcomHeritage 
Hotels showcases the best of Gujarat’s heritage. Throughout their stay, guests are 
pampered with the choicest of amenities, thereby making them cherish every moment 
spent here. 

GUJARAT: 
HOSPITALITY PAR EXCELLENCE 

AHMEDABAD 

DAHEJ

VAPI

GANDHINAGAR

RAJKOT

THE GUJARAT SAGA
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Conveniently located in the heart of Ahmedabad, 

Fortune Landmark is a contemporary business hotel, 

offering a wide range of guest facilities along with efficient 

service to the discerning traveller. The hotel offers 95 well-

appointed guest rooms, a choice of delectable dining 

options and banqueting space to hold events for up to 

150 guests. Distance from: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

International Airport: 8 km | Ahmedabad Junction Railway 

Station: 5 km | Sabarmati Riverfront: 1 km | City Centre: 

3.5 km | Kankari Lake: 8 km. Packages starting @ 
Rs. 5999/-* per night on double occupancy, inclusive 

of breakfast. Taxes extra. 

WelcomHeritage Mani Mansion is a 94-year-old heritage 
property that was once home to the Dalal family.  Located 

on Ashram Road, in the heart of the city, it is a boutique heritage 
hotel with 23 rooms and suites, providing the experience of an 
ancient era, yet equipped with modern facilities. The hotel offers a 
multi-cuisine restaurant, “Fresh Roast,” that serves an array of food 
options, including authentic Gujarati cuisine, prepared by chefs 
who have been associated with the family since the past two 
generations, thus giving a taste of true Gujarati culinary expertise. 
Distance from: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport: 
12 km | Ahmedabad Junction Railway Station: 7 km | Sabarmati 
Riverfront: 4 km. Packages starting @ Rs. 4250/-* per 
night on double occupancy, inclusive of breakfast. Taxes extra.

Located centrally in one of the greenest areas of the city, Fortune 

Park is strategically located near Ellis Bridge and is within short 

driving distance to the Sarkhej-Gandhinagar Highway (SG Road), 

which houses some of the leading corporates and cutting-edge 

institutions. It offers 77 contemporary rooms, an all-day dining 

coffee shop, and a choice of banqueting venues to host events 

for up to 200 guests. Distance from: Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel International Airport: 13 km | Ahmedabad Railway Station: 

5 km | Gujarat College & Law Garden: Walking Distance | 

Sabarmati Riverfront: 1 km | CG Road: 4 km. Packages 
starting @ Rs. 4999/-* per night on double occupancy, 

inclusive of breakfast. Taxes extra.

Ahmedabad is located in the heart of Gujarat. This bustling metropolis, with its esteemed institutes and rapidly 
expanding economy, combines modernity and tradition with grace. Apart from being associated with Mahatma 
Gandhi, one can see various elements of the finest medieval architecture here. Nature lovers should head to Nal 
Sarovar, an extensive wetland that attracts migratory birds during winter.

Fortune Park, 
Ahmedabad

Fortune Landmark, 
Ahmedabad 

  WelcomHeritage 
Mani Mansion

100

AHMEDABAD
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Situated right opposite the Secretariat, Fortune Inn Haveli 

offers best in-class services and facilities, combined with 

traditional Indian hospitality, making your stay in Gandhinagar 

a pleasurable experience. With 84 elegant guest rooms, 

signature restaurants, a dedicated wellness centre, banquet 

space and other guest facilities, the hotel makes an ideal 

choice for a stay in the city. Distance from: Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport: 15 km | Ahmedabad 

Railway Station: 10 km | Gandhinagar Railway Station: 3 km 

| Leading Corporates: radius of 5 km | Akshardham Temple: 

3 km | Malls: 3 km | Adalaj Stepwell: 7 km. Packages 
starting @ Rs. 4999/-* per night on double occupancy, 

inclusive of breakfast. Taxes extra.

Fortune Park Dahej is a contemporary, full-service Business 
Hotel, conveniently located in the Special Economic 

Zone-1. The 93-room hotel has been tastefully designed 
with an imposing façade and offers an excellent range 
of guest facilities, including comfortable accommodation, 
a vibrant coffee shop, and a well-equipped gymnasium, 
along with efficient service. Needless to say, the hotel is 
fully geared to cater to the needs of the modern-day business 
traveller. Distance from: Vadodara Airport: 140 km | 
Bharuch Railway Station: 50 km | Corporates: Within SEZ. 
Packages starting @ Rs. 3,699/-* per night on 
double occupancy, inclusive of buffet breakfast. Taxes extra.

State capital since 1970, Gandhinagar has been named after Mahatma Gandhi. Also known as the “Garden City,” 
the city boasts amazing greenery all around. The city’s main tourist attraction is the Akshardham Swaminarayan 
Temple, which is spread over nine hectares. A huge modern temple, built in pink stone and white marble, is housed 
within its premises. 

Dahej, also known as Dehej or Dehejbara or the Port of Dahej, is a small town located on the southwest coast of 
Gujarat, in the Gulf of Cambay. One can find the dominance of a traditional lifestyle amongst the people here, 
both in their attire and in their cuisine. Some of the popular tourists sites in this town are Dashashwamedh Ghat, 
Bhrigu Rishi Temple, Santoshi Mata Temple, Ancient Golden Bridge, etc. 

Fortune Inn Haveli, 
Gandhinagar

GANDHINAGAR

DAHEJ

Fortune Park Dahej, 
Dahej SEZ 
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Known for its rich heritage and culture, Rajkot has transitioned itself 

into an important industrial and commercial centre. In this vibrant 

city, Fortune Park JPS Grand is conveniently located near the Mavdi 

Circle, in the prime industrial and urban area with easy access to all 

major attractions in and around Rajkot. An elegant and contemporary 

hotel, it offers 77 newly-designed rooms, a selection of dining options 

and a wide range of guest facilities, providing an ideal environment 

for business as well as leisure for the new age traveller. Distance 
from: Rajkot Domestic Airport: 6 km I Rajkot Junction Railway Station: 

7 km I Shapar GIDC Industrial Area: 5 km | Dharmendra Road (for 

traditional weaves and handicrafts): 6 km. Packages starting @ 
Rs. 4,499/-* per night on double occupancy, inclusive of breakfast. 

Taxes extra. 

Superbly located in the heart of this fast-growing industrial city, 

Fortune Park Galaxy provides easy access to the city’s business and 

entertainment hubs. The hotel offers 97 well-appointed guest rooms, 

a coffee shop featuring delectable delicacies, and comprehensive 

banquet facilities to host events for up to 1000 guests, making it a 

perfect choice for discerning travellers. Distance from: Vapi 

Railway Station: 2 km | City Centre: 1 km | Daman Ganga River Bank: 

2 km. Packages starting @ Rs. 4,999/-* per night on double 

occupancy, inclusive of buffet breakfast. Taxes extra.

*Valid till 31st March 2017. T&C apply

For WelcomHeritage Central Reservations, 

call 011-4603 5500 or 

visit www.welcomheritagehotels.in

For Fortune Hotels details & reservations, 

call 24x7 Toll Free 1800 102 2333, 1800 419 6444  or 

visit www.fortunehotels.in

Situated near the banks of the Damanganga River, Vapi is the largest city in the Valsad district. It is the largest 
industrial area in Asia in terms of small scale industries, with the chemical industry being the most prominent 
amongst them. The city mostly experiences tropical weather and enjoys three distinct seasons of summer, winter 
and monsoon. 

The high spirit that defines both the people and the state of Gujarat is found in its fullest measure in Rajkot. Visitors 
are greeted with typical Kathiawari hospitality, which is extremely vibrant, thus justifying its title, “Rangilo Rajkot.” 
From the hallowed gates of Alfred High School to the cricket stadium at Rajkumar College, from the tinkling of red 
bangles at the Bangdi Bazaar to its streets, Rajkot offers visitors a rich experience.

VAPI

RAJKOT

Fortune Park JPS Grand, 
Rajkot

 Fortune Park Galaxy, 
Vapi
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The annual Hornbill Festival, a week-long 
extravaganza, showcases the various 
aspects of Naga life and culture, besides 
celebrating the spirit of the people

N
ortheast India is a repository of various cultures, 
ethnicities, each lending its own significant part in 
contributing to the region’s vibrancy and colour. 
A significant part of the Indian Union, Nagaland is 
an illustrious land of brave warriors whose tales of 

heroism and bravery echoes throughout the land even today. 
It’s said that a true Naga honours nothing more than his word, 
his tradition and his guest. 

In the year 2000, the state government of Nagaland came 
upon an idea that sought to explore the cultural assets of 
Nagaland through a week-long festival that also coincided with 
the celebrations marking the Nagaland Statehood Day, on 1st 
December. The underlying spirit behind the Nagaland Hornbill 
Festival is to celebrate and espouse the spirit of unity in diversity, 

while the festival itself is named after the hornbill, 
one of the most venerated bird species in the 

state. The presence of the bird, in one way or 

TT BUREAU

the other, can be found in the daily life of the people – their 
tribal cultural expressions, songs and dances. Since agriculture 
is the chief occupation of the people and the primary means of 
livelihood, most of Nagaland’s myriad festivals revolve around 
the agrarian calendar. 

The annual Hornbill Festival 2016 will be held for a period 
of ten days, from the December 1-10. Also known as “Nagaland 
Hornbill Festival: Festival of Festivals,” the festival is organised 
to promote the local customs and traditions, display its unique 
customs and encourage inter-tribal harmony. What was started 
initially as a local heritage event has now metamorphosed 
into a national and international festival which attracts tourists 
from all over the globe. All the tribes of Nagaland assemble 
at Kisama, the venue of the festival, which is a Naga Heritage 
Village, and display their unique handicrafts, handloom, distinct 
cuisines, etc. The evenings are exhilarating and music lovers are 
treated to some incredible performances during the Hornbill 
National Rock Concert, which witnesses the participation of 
eminent bands from all over the country. However, one of the 
most exciting events at the festival is the Naga chilly-eating 
competition, which challenges both the participants’ stamina 
and sensory buds, as well as the pork eating event, which is an 
equally major draw. 

A prominent sight at Kisama which draws the attention of 
visitors are the imposing tribal ‘morungs,’ which are basically 
male dormitories, and are impressive specimens of a tradition 
that once existed. Traditional Naga huts made from bamboo 
and cane, they were once an essential part of Naga life and 
culture. Every Naga community is represented in their respective 
morungs. In some of them, one can even see the gigantic 
hollowed log with wooden beaters, which are in perfect 
synchronisation. Its said about these logs that long before the 
advent of modern means of communication, the Nagas devised 
indigenous methodologies of relaying messages by beating 
different tempos and arrangements to send out messages that 
were meant to be deciphered and understood only by the 
village members. The reverberation of the sound throughout 
Kisama creates a strangely hypnotic effect on the ears.
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GETTING THERE
By Road: NH 39 connects Kohima to Meghalaya, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Mizoram and Manipur. State 
highways also join the town to the important cities of 
Guwahati and Shillong, from where other nearby states 
can be accessed.
By Rail: Kohima does not have a railway station of its own 
because of its tough hilly terrain. The closest rail link is in 
Dimapur, which is connected to the important towns of 
Guwahati and Kolkata.
By Air: Since Kohima does not have its own airport, the 
nearest airport is Dimapur, which operates domestic 
flights and is connected to Kolkata and Guwahati.



The Manipur Sangai Festival, the largest 
tourism event, showcases Manipur’s rich 
cultural heritage and traditions 

CELEBRATING 
MANIPUR

M
anipur, Northeast India’s jewelled Shangrila, is 
a diminutive state, but, what it lacks in size, it 
more than makes up for with its natural assets. 
The entire state looks like a perfectly painted 
portrait of Nature, with rolling blue-green 

hills, heavy rapids, happily flowing rivers and exotic blooms. 
However, it is equally famous for its classical dance traditions, 
highly developed forms of art, interesting cuisines and of course, 
its love for polo. The enthusiastic outlook towards life 
possessed by the people is reflected clearly in its many 
festivities, indigenous games and merry making.   

It has been observed that in Manipur barely a month 
passes by without a festival or two. This is because, for the 
Manipuris, festivals are symbols of their cultural, social and 
religious aspirations, helping them lead better and fuller 
lives. One of the largest tourism festivals of Manipur 
is the Manipur Sangai Festival, organised by the 
Tourism Department, Government of Manipur. 
Though many editions of the festival have been 
celebrated over the past few years, the Tourism Festival 
has been renamed as the Manipur Sangai Festival since 
2010. This has been done to showcase the uniqueness 
of the shy and gentle brow-antlered deer, popularly 
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known as the Sangai Deer, which is found only in Manipur, at 
the floating Keibul Lamjao National Park, in Loktak Lake.

The Sangai Festival further promotes Manipur as a world-
class tourism destination. Held every year from November 21-30 
at Hapta Kangjeibung, Imphal, it is a grand and gala event to 
promote tourism and unity, as also to highlight the conservation 
efforts to protect their state animal. Showcasing Manipur’s art 
and culture, indigenous games, cuisine and handlooms, the 
State Government exhibits great enthusiasm and dedication in 

organising a seamlessly perfect pageant to project Manipur on 
the international stage.

A significant aspect of the Sangai Festival is that it not 
only celebrates Manipur’s ethnic diversity, but encourages 

the participation of various Indian States, foreign traders 
and cultural troupes in order to make it grander in scale 

and style in every succeeding year. Many entertaining 
components like fashion shows and rock shows, 
etc., have become part of this gala event, thus ear 
marking it as the right venue for innovative people 
with novel ideas to meet on a common platform.

The festival gets off to a colourful start at the 
expansive and well-decorated Hafta Kangjeibung 
grounds in Imphal. Generally, an august assembly 
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comprising the Chief Minister and Governor, as well as other 
VIP guests, address the gathering. Thereafter, the festival 
starts with a bang and the best of Manipur dance and music 
is showcased. The best performances are featured on the 
inaugural day, followed by cultural events in the evening, at 
the open-air theatre.

The festival format is structured so that events take place all 
over Manipur. By day, there are outdoor events, and post 4.30 pm, 
Imphal hosts cultural events at BOAT,(Bheigyachandra Open Air 
Theatre) a mini-stadium. Outside, a huge garden has exclusive 
stalls dedicated to exclusive Manipuri cuisine, handicrafts, small 
scale cottage industries, highly skilled handmade pottery and 
hand-woven textiles. Events in Imphal include the very popular 
polo matches, traditional boat race (Hiyang-Hiren Tanaba), 
Rasleela dance, Pung Cholom, fusion music, Nata Sankirtana, 
cultural performances by people from the hill districts, power 
paragliding at Old Airfield, and indigenous games. The festival 
has performances by artists from other states, including Tripura, 
Orissa, and an international presence, with stores fromThailand, 
Myanmar and Bhutan.

Early in the afternoon, traditional games are played by 
Manipur’s youth, so that non locals can see how the State’s 
indigenous sports are kept alive. In 2015, a section was dedicated 
in a heritage park where there was an incredible display of tribal 
lifestyle. Huts built with natural materials housed indigenous 
people demonstrating their daily activities.

Manipuri dances, like the Lou Sha Dance, Pung 
Cholom and Manipuri Rassa Leela are regular 

features of the festival. A popular sport that is now an intrinsic 
part of the Sangai Festival is the Manipuri Polo or Sagol Kangjei. 
Sagol alludes to‘pony,’ and Kangjei stands for a game played 
with sticks. The game starts with the referee throwing the ball up 
in the air. But, unlike in modern-day polo, the mounted player is 
allowed to pick up the ball from the ground. An expert player 
can make the ball roll up the mallet by a flick of his hand and 
catch the ball. Manipuri polo is hugely entertaining to watch, 
and 2015 had teams from India, Poland, US, France and other 
countries playing matches in the modern-day format.  

Other indigenous games include traditional Manipuri 
hockey and wrestling and coconut snatching. Events outside 
Imphal include trekking, climbing up to the highest peak of 
Manipur’s Mount Iso, water skiing, wind surfing at Loktak Lake, 
Moirang, mountain bike cross country competition, caving and 
trekking to Ukhrul district. The Fusion music of Manipur is a 
wonderful blend of East and West, with the quality and diversity 
of performances being impressive.

The State Tourism Department of Manipur has ascertained 
that the need of the hour is to tap the full potential of tourism 
in this little paradise on earth, and with the Sangai Festival it has 
made sure that no stone is left unturned to make the festival a 
resounding success.
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O
ne can still witness relics of the splendid 
civilizations that inhabited South India over 
two millennia. The  Pallava sculptures and 
Chola temples of Tamil Nadu, the enchanting 
ruins of the Vijayanagar capital at Hampi or the 

numerous temple towns that invoke a sense of nostalgia – this 
land is a cultural treasure trove with few parallels. The luscious 
landscapes that extend throughout the land – from the vast 
coastline to the fertile plains to the rolling hills, are all witness 
to constant change. The vibrant cities with their bustling 
markets offer a wonderful picture of modernity and tradition, 
the modern achievements of the 21st century standing cheek 
to jowl with centuries old traditions. And, when it comes to 
cuisine, the discerning traveller has a huge range of options, 
ranging from traditional southern favourites to a mix of 
inventive fusion creations. 

DIVINE DESTINATION    
Tamil Nadu is home to magnificent temples and outstanding 
temple architecture, art and craft, the performing arts, and is of 
historical and archaeological importance. It is equally renowned 
for its hill stations and beaches. This is a place which has earned 
kudos for its exemplary hospitality and enthusiastic attitude 
towards life. Tamil Nadu also possessesversatility in its culture, a 
quality that also extends to its varied cuisines. It is also home to 
one of humanity’s oldest classical civilisations, stretching back to 
over two millennia, but still alive today in the language, dance, 
poetry, and the arts. Be overwhelmed by Tamil Nadu’s temple 
towns or unwind at some of the swankiest night time haunts in 
this ultra-modernised city. 

VGP Universal Kingdom, India’s largest theme park, located in 
Chennai, is the only one of its kind. It’s a thriving hub of fun, sun and 
sparkling good times. Spread over a massive 45 acres of beautiful 

VISHWAJIT SHARMA

THE 
SOUTHERN 

TRAIL
Make tracks on the South India trail 
and be infused with culture, great 
heritage and sumptuous  food 
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property, it is complete with a private beach. 45 adrenaline 
spiking rides, a huge Water Park, complete with massive slides 
that drop into 5500 gallons of swirling water. The Petting Zoo and 
the Statue Man are some incredible attractions that can be found 
here. To escape the blistering heat and enter an icy world, make 
your way to Snow Kingdom in Chennai, India’s largest and Tamil 
Nadu’s first and full-fledged snow theme park. Slide, sled, have 
snowball fights, make snow angels and snow castles, dance in the 
snow shower – conjure magical visions in the snow.  

HERITAGE STATE 
Karnataka is a land steeped in antiquity, with a tradition that dates 
back to over two thousand years. Numerous dynasties have ruled 
over this magnificent state, leaving behind their distinct imprints 
in the form of monuments. From the ruins of Hampi, once a 
prosperous and flourishing city-state, to the rock-cut caves of 
Badami, to the giganticGomateswara, where one finds a huge 

sculpture of Jain Thirthankara,one can always find fascinating 
aspects of history waiting to be discovered. Mysore City beckons, 
with all its riches and charms, as does the city of Bijapur, with its 
stately forts, domes and minarets. However, the spirit of Karnataka 
can be found as much in its monuments and ancient city ruins, as 
much as in its exciting beaches, dreamy hill stations and places of 
worship like Udipi, Sringeri, Kollur, and Gokarna.

Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation 
(KSTDC) offers a one-day tour to the Hoysala period temples 
of Belur (Chennakesava Temple), Halebeedu (Hoysaleswara 
Temple) and Asia’s tallest monolithic stone statue (18m high) 
of Gomateshwara, at Shravanabelagola, a prominent Jain 
pilgrimage centre. A one-day tour to Mysore offers visits to Daria 
Daulat, Gumbaz, Sri Ranganatha Swamy Temple, Amba Vilas 
Palace (Mysore), St. Philomena’s Church, Chamundi Hills, Mysore 
Zoo, Jagan Mohan Palace Art Gallery and Brindavan Gardens.  
Besides, Karnataka Taxis, a taxi service operated by KSTDC, 
provides hassle–free transport across the State, and makes 
journeying an easy and convenient affair. 
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION 
Seated on the coast of Bay of Bengal, about 162km south 
of Chennai , is Puducherry. The French can be credited with 
creating the Union Territory of Puducherry. The French presence  
here is all-pervasive, in the architecture, the cuisine and general 
ambience – even the air seems to sing the glory of the past. 
Puducherry’s diversity of culture is represented in its churches, 
temples and mosques. Besides, an incredibly long stretch of 
beach can be found here, adorned with a War Memorial, French–
style buildings, grand temples and churches. One of the most 
celebrated ascetics of India, Maharishi Aurobindo is said to have 
gained his enlightenment here, and his ashram, the Aurobindo 
Ashram, draws a large influx of tourists.

A private cultural day tour of Puducherry and Auroville 
allows you to immerse yourself in French-inspired history 
and architecture of Puducherry, a town that offers a unique 
experience with its mix of modern heritage and spiritual culture. 
The French-inspired history and architecture of Puducherry 
is evident in the perpendicular streets which are lined with 
many French colonial–style buildings, with long compounds 
and stately walls. Head to the Puducherry beach, spend a few 
minutes strolling there and catch a glimpse of the famous 
statue of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, “The Father of India.” 
The city is also proud of its beautiful churches, most of which 
were constructed by the French missionaries. Some of these are 
The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus which was built by the 
French missionaries in the early 1900s, the Eglise De Sacre Coeur 
De Jesus Puducherry, which also happens to be one of the finest 
Catholic churches in Puducherry.

GOD’s OWN COUNTRY 
Kerala hasbecome synonymouswith coconut palms, backwaters 
and Ayurveda. Since the dawn of history, travellers from faraway 
lands have succumbed to the charm that is Kerala. As one 
moves up acrossthe hinterlands, the air, heady with the whiff 
of spices, invades the nostrils. Descending to the coastal plains, 
one can lose oneself to the timeless backwaters and exciting 

beaches. It’s here that one is privy to rows of majestic, caparisoned 
elephants swaying their ears to the frenzied beating of drums; 
be mesmerised by the hypnotic and dramatic Kathakali dancers, 
and get a taste of the wild beauty of folk artists like Theyyam and 
Thira. And, complete the magical experience by relaxing body, 
mind and soul harmoniously with the therapeutic benefits of an 
Ayurvedic treatment.

Get a taste of the quintessential Kerala with some fantastic 
offers by the State. Navaratana Experiessential Holidays includes 
an insight into village life, community interactions, and promotion 
of sustainable tourism practices. Tourists start their holidays in the 
traditional way – by breaking a coconut at the temple, travelling in 
boats on the State’s iconic lakes and rivers and sharing a delicious 
lunch with a Syrian Christian Orthodox family of Central Kerala. 
Other attractions include a tour of the Muziris heritage project, 
reviving Kerala’s more than two-millennia-old trade and cultural 
ties with the rest of the world, insights into the State’s time-tested 
tradition of Ayurveda, jungle boat safari, backwater cruises on 
houseboats and tea factory visits. 
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What: Rann Utsav
When: November 01, 2016 – February 20, 2017
Where: Rann of Kutch, Gujarat

A riot of colour, Rann Utsav is a 
celebration of life, festivities and culture 
of the Kutch people

FESTIVAL OF  JOY

F
ew places in the world are as unique as a desert. And 
when it comes to deserts there is no place as distinct 
as the Rann of Kutch. The Rann is a kaleidoscope of 
colours infused by the people who live there, their 
costumes, rituals and way of life. This blossoming, 

vibrant life sets the barrenness of the great white salt desert in 
sharp relief and together, they leave an indelible impression on 
the minds of visitors. To make this experience more accessible 
to tourists, Gujarat Tourism organises Rann Utsav, a remarkable 
carnival held every year.

The Rann Utsav focusses travellers who seek an ethinic 
flavour and find ancient ballads and Indian dances dating 
back to the medieval times, enthralling. It also offers visitors an 
opportunity to explore the history, culture, archeological sites 
and geography of the Rann, which geologically is a unique 
desert landscape.

The Rann Utsav hosts activities such as horse rides, camel 
safaris to bird watching, pool table, table tennis, ATV riding, 
para motoring, archery, giant chess, net cricket, bicycling thus 

RAHUL SINGHA

ensuring that tourists visiting during Rann Utsav have a splendid 
time. The festival also demonstrates how the people of Kutch, as 
custodians of their age-old crafts and traditions, have preserved 
their heritage in all its pristine glory. Known as the Cradle of 
Craftsmanship, Kutch is renowned as the land of weaving, block-
printing, bandhini tie-and-dye, Rogan-painting, and is home to 
various styles of embroidery, pottery, woodcarving, metal crafts, 
shell work and other handicrafts.

The Rann Utsav has re-invented Kutch as a cultural hub. The 
vibrant festival shares the stories, songs and the unique Kutchi 
folk dance and music concepts, and showcases artisans at 
work, as they create quintessential marvels. The visitors get to 
experience the rich cultural tradition and heritage of Kutch and 
a unique exposure to adaptations to the natural environment, 
and of lifestyles, aesthetic expression and social values. All this 
and much more describe and define Kutch and the people.
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A 
well-known idiom speaks about one man’s 
pleasure being another’s pain – translated into 
travel mode it would read that one person’s idea 
of the best holiday destination in the world could 
be another’s nightmare. It all depends on what one 

wants from one’s time out. Perhaps your idea of a vacation is to 
be laidback on a sunny beach, or explore the glorious past of lost 
civilizations and the legacies they have left behind in terms of 
temples and citadels. Perhaps the eco adventurer in you would 
like to get up close and personal with the natural world.

Whatever your idea of a perfect trip is, know that there 
are some places in the world that are incredible all-in-one 
destinations – offering sun, sand, sea, wilderness, heritage sites 
and city breaks, all in one place. Odisha is one such destination, 
showcasing some of the finest beaches and waterfronts at Puri, 
Chandipur, Gopalpur, Talasari and Astarang; a dazzling past 
that comes alive at Khandagiri, Udaygiri, Ratnagiri and Konark; 
unstinted devotion at the temples of Jagannath, Lingaraja, 
Ananta Vasudeva and Muktesware and extraordinary wildlife 
at the lush national parks of Bhitarkanika, Simlipal and Chilika. 
Today’s Traveller walks you through some of Odisha’s amazing 
wildlife parks so you get a glimpse of one aspect of this enticingly 
picturesque State.

TT BUREAU

ODISHA: BELOVED BY NATURE 

SIMLIPAL NATIONAL PARK
Spread over a sprawling area of 2750sq.km, the Simlipal National 
Park is an elevated plateau located in the central portion of 
the Mayurbhanj district of Odisha. It takes its name from the 
abundance of semul or red silk cotton trees that bloom vividly 
here, and is home to three of India’s biggest animal species –
tiger, Asian elephant and gaur.

Set on a wide expanse of sal forest, the park’s notable 
variations in topography, conducive climate and dense 
vegetation has supported large varieties of animals, birds and 
reptiles to flourish in one of the earliest and finest of India’s 15 
tiger reserves falling under Project Tiger. A forested, hilly terrain 

Odisha is every nature lover’s delight, with its amazingly lush wildlife 
parks, some of which are endowed with exceptional biodiversity
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200km southwest of Kolkata, the reserve is endowed with an 
exceptional biodiversity. Of the reserve’s almost 1,000 species of 
flowering plants, 94 are orchids.

The fauna at the Park, including tiger, leopard, elephants, 
bison, sambar, porcupine, pangolin, flying-squirrel, hill myna, 
hornbill and pythons, can be observed closely by exploring the 
reserve in private jeeps and cars. In ancient days, this reserve was 
the hunting preserve of the Mayurbhanj maharajas. As a result, 
the wildlife here was seriously compromised, and in the year 
1957, a small part of it was declared a sanctuary. Today, the tiger 
reserve extends over 2,750sq.km, within a larger area of 4,374sq. 
km that constitutes the biosphere reserve.

The area supports rich biodiversity, including mangroves 
and mangrove associates; the largest population of estuarine 
crocodiles; the rare white crocodile; water monitor; venomous 
and non-poisonous snakes, including the king cobra and 
python; varieties of resident and migratory birds and a number 
of mammalian species, like the spotted deer, sambar, wild boar, 
fishing cat, jungle cat, otter, etc.

The reserve remains open from mid-October to mid-June 
and  tourists can explore the reserve from 0600 to 1200 hours 
during the day. The nearest airports are at 250 and 300km at 
Kolkata and Bhubaneshwar respectively,  and the reserve 
is 76km away from Lulung and 115km from Jashipur. 

CHILIKA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
Located in the east coast of the state, in the districts of Puri, 
Ganjam, and Khurda, Chilika Wildlife Sanctuary holds the 
distinction of being the largest brackish water wetland 
in India. Because of its rich bio-diversity and socio-
economic importance, Chilika was designated as a Ramsar 
site in 1981 to afford better protection and is recognised as one 
of the most important wetlands in the world because it is home 
to a phenomenal variety of birds.  

In the peak season, between November and February, Chilika 
Lake offers visitors a spectacular display of its colourful avian 
charms, presented by over 160 species, including white-bellied 
sea eagles, ospreys, golden plovers, sandpipers, flamingos, 
pelicans, shovellers, gulls, including migratory ones flying great 
distances from Iran, Central Asia and Siberia. 

Chilika Lake is studded with tiny mindboggling islands and 
sandy beaches interspersed with casuarina groves along the Bay 
of Bengal. The endangered Irrawady dolphins find their abode in 
Chilika and are a treat to watch. Other aquatic wildlife that live 
here are prawn, crab, limbless lizard and crustaceans, as well as 
more than 225 species of fish.

The sunrise and sunset at Chilika are incredible sights and 
attract tourists in droves. Kalijai Temple, located  near Chilika 
Wildlife Sanctuary is especially popular. Boats can also be hired 
from Balugaon and Barkul for the sanctuary. The nearest airport 
is Bhubaneswar Airport.

BHITARKANIKA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
Located in the district of Kendrapara, Bhitarkanika Wildlife 
Sanctuary is one of Asia’s most impressive wildlife sanctuaries 
and is special for more than one reason. Housing the dynamic 
and salt tolerant species of trees, the mangroves that generally 
grow in tropical and sub-tropical inter-tidal regions, Bhitarkanika 
has a luxuriant green, rich and pulsating eco-system.

Apart from the mangroves, another rarity that the sanctuary 
has to its account is the inhibition of its ecosystem by the giant 
salt water crocodiles and numerous varieties of other animal 
species that are found here. It is because of these specialties that 
the vast expanse of forest, about 145sq.km, has been officially 
declared as the Bhitarkanika National Park. 

Other wildlife species found here are  water monitors, king 
cobra, python, varieties of resident and migratory birds, and a 
number of mammalian species like spotted deer, sambar, wild 
boar, fishing cat, otter, etc. The Olive Ridley Turtles which shore 
up the bordering sea beach in thousands for mass nesting 
during winter, attract visitors worldwide. 

Khola and Gupti are the two main entry points to enter 
the park. The nearest airports to Bhitarkanika are Kolkata and 
Bhubaneshwar. 
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Looking for an escape from the chill of the winter season? Head out to these warm 
and happening destinations 

CHASING THE 
WINTER SUN 

W
ith each passing day, the nip in the air 
grows a little stronger, reminding one 
gently of the ushering of winter. The 
beauty of this season has been captured 
time and again, finding its echo in 

literature, the arts and the music. The perfect picture of snow, 
settled comfortably, on the streets, on the leaves and on 
the occasional streetlamp, is exhilarating...but not for all. For 
some of us, cooler climes spell winter blues, fog and living in 
confined spaces. Summer people are not emotionally ready 
to wave summer good bye. Here are some great escapes for 
people who want to be forever in a summer place.

RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL 
White sandy beaches, soaring mountains and lovely harbours, 
Rio de Janeiro has justifiably earned the reputation of being 
known as the “cidade maravilhosa,” or “marvellous city.”  Facing 
the South Atlantic coast, the second-largest city in Brazil is 
blessed with one of the most beautiful natural settings for a 
metropolis. The dazzling landscape is just one of the reasons 
that visitors flock to Rio. During carnival season, the streets fill 
with music and ornately costumed dancers, attracting revellers 
from all over the globe. The giant statue of Christ, overlooking 
the city from the 709m summit of Corcovado, is almost as widely 
recognised a symbol of Rio as the distinctive shape of Sugar 
Loaf. The world-famous landmark, erected between 1922 and 
1931was was financed entirely by Brazilian Catholics. 

VISHWAJIT SHARMA
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KOH SAMUI, THAILAND 
The Thai Islands are the ultimate destination for those looking 
to spend their basking time under the warmth of the pleasant 
sun. Each island possesses a unique personality, but caters to 
the needs of different travellers. However, those 
looking to spend their honeymoon must head to 
Koh Samui, with its endless list of exciting 

activities to choose 
from and luxurious 

resorts that let you bask 
in unmitigated luxury. 

Drop dead 

gorgeous landscapes, endless tourist activities, a laidback vibe, 
natural wonders and lush jungles paired with sandy white 
beaches deliver the experience of a lifetime. 

TANZANIA, ZANZIBAR 
Zanzibar is an archipelago off the coast of East Africa on the 
Indian side. Here, you can discover marvellous beaches which 
offer both adventure and relaxation. The beaches here are 
famed for the marvellous views they offer, along with some 
exciting activities as a bonus. The largest city of this region, 
as well as its capital, Zanzibar City, is located in Unguja. Being 
the main island of the archipelago, it’s also home to Stone 
Town, a UNESCO Heritage Site and the city’s historic old town. 
Visitors here are treated to Swahili culture in its most pure 
form, untouched by centuries of modernisation. Besides, it is 
home to some of the best markets, museums, gardens and 
cultural sites. 
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DUBAI, UAE 
Sand dune safaris, a relaxing cruise on a traditional dhow, a 
speedboat ride or a helicopter tour, it’s all here in Dubai. No 
wonder then, that Dubai witnesses a constant flow of tourists 
the year round. Of course, to get an insight into the local culture, 
one has the option of paying a visit to the traditional souks and 
relax with a drink or two, as you while away your time. There are 
many outstanding museums and monuments to visit. The Dubai 
Mall, which also happens to be the world’s largest, KidZania, and 
Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest building, are all attractions that 
will leave you captivated. Wild Wadi, located next to Jumeirah 
Beach Hotel and Aquaventure at Atlantis, The Palm, are both 
water parks that are also children’s favourites.

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 
Cape Town, with its exciting beaches, national parks, shopping 
malls etc., is a favourite destination for tourists the year round. 
Even during winter, the place is blessed with almost eleven 
hours of sunshine every day. Cape Town has also earned the 
reputation for being a cool cultural melting pot, besides offering 
a plethora of activities to choose from. Kirstenbosch National 

Botanical Garden, Boulders Beach, the Cape of Good Hope, 
Table Mountain Aerial Cableway and National Park are some 
avenues that offer unlimited scope for adventure. Besides, 
hiking, bungee jumping, scuba and shark diving to treetop 
canopy tours, surfing and mountain biking are some activities 
that offer the perfect adrenaline rush to get one going. 

KENYA, AFRICA 
To embark on an all-round adventure, visit Kenya. Kenya’s 
game parks, reserves etc., that host some of the wildest games 
that make for an exciting safari, besides being home to some 
adventurous vocational spots, some of which are, the high cliffs 
of Hell’s Gate National Park, snow-capped peak of Mt Kenya and 
desert plains of the north. Besides, the nightlife is a exciting as 
it gets here, with travellers having the option of spending their 
evenings and nights in Nairobi’s exciting bars and nightclubs. 
And, when the charm of the beach calls you, head to Kenya’s 
white sandy beaches and white waters.
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Visit Guwahati in Assam for a day, visit these exciting places and binge on mouth-
watering cuisine

KAMAKHYA TEMPLE
Nestled on the Nilachal Hills, in the western part of Guwahati, 
the Kamakhya Temple is considered to be one of the most 
sacred and oldest of the 51 Shakti Peeths in India and is revered 
by all. Legend has it that when Sati’s body was severed, the 
reproductive organ of Sati, (the Yoni) is said to have fallen here. 

RAHUL SINGHA

24
IN GUWAHATI
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PALTAN BAZAR
Paltan Bazar or Polton Bazar is a major locality of Guwahati. It is 
a hub for major restaurants and accommodation in all ranges. 
With Guwahati Railway Station, the ASTC bus stand and shops 
selling traditional items and goods makes it one of the busiest 
and crowded areas of the city. 

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK
Well known for its success in the conservation history of the One 
Horned Indian Rhinoceros, the park is the habitat for a number 
of threatened species and migratory birds. A memorable way 
of exploring Kaziranga for tourists is on elephant back as these 
gentle creatures tread through the tall grass easily.

KUKURAMARA DOLPHIN TOUR
Guests can watch a pod of dancing 
dolphins at Kukurmara, located 
25km from Guwahati. It is the 
confluence of two rivers - 
Kulsi and Kuiya - and is thus 
an ideal habitat for the river 
dolphins. At present, there 
are less than 2,000 dolphins 
across the world. Of these, 30 swim 
around at the confluence in Kukurmara.
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CUISINE 
Tourists who have a ‘no hold-policy’ are in for a gourmet delight 
as Khaar, Duck Meat Curry and Pigeon Meat are traditional 
delicacies of Assam. While rice forms the staple food of the 
people, fish curry is another major sought after dish. Even 

though the ingredients used are 
the same for most dishes, 

the end product 
turns out to be 
different every 
time a sure 
sign of mastery 
in culinary art. 

CRUISE ON THE BHRAMAPUTRA 
Enjoy an incredible range of interesting experiences while 
cruising on the mighty Bhramaputra. The cruise features 
attractions such as wildlife viewing, village walks, visits to 
tea gardens, barbecues on deserted river islands, dance 
performances, exploring country towns in cycle rickshaws and 
visits to craft workshops.

MAJULI
Looking for an escape 
from the bustle of 
city life? Steal a trip 
to the beautiful island 
of Majuli. For Majuli 
– a place, though 
continually ravaged 
by the primal forces 
of nature, flaunts 
unparallel beauty. Visit 
highlights include bird 
watching and learning 
about neo-Vaishnavite 
philosophy at Majuli’s 
22 ancient satras.
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What: Magnetic Fields Festival
When: December 09 – 11, 2016

Where: Alsisar Mahal, Rajasthan
Find your own little pocket of paradise, lose yourself in Bedouin dens and secret areas and feast on 
local delicacies that are given an alternative twist at the Magnetic Fields Festival. Magnetic Fields 
is more than just a music festival; it’s a visual dream, a unique marriage of contemporary culture 
with Rajasthani heritage and hospitality. Guests will be transported through the looking glass 
into an intimate world with adventures, new experiences and memories waiting to be made; 
accompanied by some of the most exciting international stars alongside a cultural programme 

of local legends.

What: Hornbill Festival
When: December 01 – 10, 2016 
Where: Kohima, Nagaland
The Hornbill Festival is one of the biggest 
celebrations of the Northeastern Indian state 
of Nagaland, which encourages inter-tribal 
relations and promotes the cultural heritage of 
Nagaland. The festival is organised by the State 
Tourism Board and is held at Naga Heritage Village, 
Kisama near Kohima. With all tribes of Nagaland 
participating in the celebrations, the main aim of 
the festival is to revive and protect the rich culture of 
Nagaland and display its extravaganza and traditions.

What: Mevlâna Whirling Dervishes
When: December 10 – 17, 2016

Where: Konya, Turkey
In the Islamic world, Sufi poet Celaleddin Rumi, or 
Mevlâna, is considered a saint and after his death 

in 1273, his followers formed a brotherhood called 
the Mevlevi, or whirling dervishes, and have been 

commemorating him with a 10-day festival that 
brings even casual observers closer to a sense of the 
divine. The order uses dance as one of the foremost 

worship ceremonies, and the Mevlâna Festival is 
celebrated to commemorate the saint’s death, now 

known as his ‘wedding night’ with Allah.

WHAT WHEN WHERE
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 What: Sunburn Festival

When: December 27 – 30, 2016
Where: Goa, India

Inaugurated in 2007, Sunburn is a synergy of music, entertainment, food, shopping and lifestyle that 
attracts music tourism in India and is now spreading its wings across the globe. Held in late December, 
Sunburn is the perfect haven for those hoping to escape cooler climates and fully immerse themselves 
in world-class electronic music. Not only does Sunburn provide the perfect soundtrack to round-off 
the year, but festival goers can also let loose with a range of adrenaline powered activities, such as 

bungee jumping, camping, volleyball and zorbing, offering the ultimate holiday experience.  

What: New Year’s Eve
When: December 31, 2016
Where: All over the world

New Year’s Eve is one of the largest global 
celebrations as it marks the last day of the year in 

the Gregorian calendar, December 31, before 
the New Year. New Year’s Eve is a day of mixed 

feelings for many people. On one hand, it is a 
time to celebrate the end of the year gone by 

and welcome what is in store in the New Year. 
On the other, it evades a sense of nostalgia. It 

is also the time to make resolutions and the 
day is spent among loved ones.

What: Christmas
When: December 25, 2016
Where: All over the world
The festival of Christmas celebrates the birth 
of Jesus Christ and conveys his message 
of love, tolerance and brotherhood. It is 
a celebration of humanity and mankind. 
Though Christmas is a primary festival of 
the Christian calendar, it still holds a special 
significance in everyone’s life. It is celebrated 
as a universal festival and is practised 
through the exchange of gifts and visiting 
family and loved ones.
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MUSIC: 24K MAGIC
Bruno Mars’ latest album, 24k Magic, begins its first song with a robotic 
sounding affected vocal. Once there, Mars tends to get quite groovy, pulling 
on sounds and styles that takes one back to the 1970s and 1980s. “24k 
Magic” blends disco, funk, 
and the sort of vibes that 
helped usher in hip-hop 
as it exists today. Bruno 
Mars has somehow or the 
other managed to stay in 
the spotlight all through 
these years. He shared 
the number one spot on 
the Hot 100 with Mark 
Ronson for 14 consecutive 
weeks, largely due to their 
Grammy winning track, 
“Uptown Funk,” which 
is still remembered as one of the longest 
running chart toppers ever.
Genre(s) : Pop Music, Funk

DVD: ANTHROPOID
Anthropoid is a true story based on 
World War II, when a team of exiled 
Czech and Slovakian soldiers devise a 
plan to assassinate Reinhard Heidrich, 
also known as the “Third most powerful 
man in Nazi Germany.” When his reign 
of terror reaches breaking point, a band 
of resistance fighters in the countryside 
come together and hatch a plan to 
finally overthrow him and end his 
reign. Although their plan leads to the 
expected and intended outcomes, the 

consequences prove to be horrendous, and they 
must be prepared for it. It’s one of those movies 
where every moment is chock full of surprises, twists 

and turns. 
Genre(s) : History, War

TOP PICKS

Here are the latest arrivals of books, games, 
audio CDs and DVDs to keep you entertained 
for the month

BOOK: THIS WAS A MAN
This Was a Man, the final instalment 
of the Clifton Chronicles, is another 
captivating tale by the master 
storyteller, Jeffrey Archer. In the 
series, Harry Clifton sets out to write 
his magnum opus, while his wife 
completes her ten years as Chairman of 
the Bristol Royal Infirmary and receives 
a rather unexpected call from Margaret 
Thatcher offering her a job. Sebastian 
Clifton becomes chairman of Farthings 
Kaufman Bank, while Hakim Bishara 

has resigned for personal reasons.Meanwhiule, the death of the Duchess of 
Hertford provides Lady Virginia with another opportunity to finally trump the 
Cliftons and Barringtons. An unfortunate twist throws the Clifton family into 
the arms of tragedy and shakes their lives.  What’s next?
Genre(s) :Thriller, Crime

PICK OF THE MONTH

GAME: DISHONOURED 2
Dishonoured 2 takes place 15 years after its prequel, Dishonoured, during 
which there has been peace. Kaldwin has been deposed from her throne, 
thus throwing the Empire of Isles into chaos. Kaldwin and Attano must team 
together to regain power. The background of the game has been altered 
considerably, the industrial city of Dunwall has been replaced by the more 
prosperous coastal town of Karnaca. The game’s greatest quality is handing 
players the tools to deal with any given situation, and the depth in the 
storyline, the amazing graphics, and the various unexpected moments that 
the game throws in one’s way truly make it a thorough entertainer. 
Genre (s) : Third person action 
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